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“A love of the 
outdoors helps 
you realize 
there’s a higher 
power, it 
provides mental 
relaxation, 
and it helps 
you become a 
kinder person.”

–DAVE OYLER 
Professional Consultant

The Club cabin turns 25 
THE PROPOSED AGENDA for the very first outing to The Club 

for Boys cabin was packed. But the list got tossed out the window 

as something wonderful happened—the boys embraced free time, 

exploration, and the chance to enjoy a few days in the wilderness 

without distractions. “I had all these fun things planned,” said Dave Oyler, 

professional consultant. “And then we didn’t do a third of it.”

Oyler’s favorite memory of that first trip came after nightfall. In the open 

meadow in front of the cabin in the darkness of night, the boys lay flat 

on their backs gazing at the sky. “They were completely mesmerized 

by the stars,” Oyler recalled. “We saw shooting stars, constellations, 

satellites. It was a beautiful thing.”

That was 25 years ago. Since then, more than 700 different boys have 

stayed at the two-story cabin near Deerfield Lake, though each trip is 

limited to a small group to keep the experience meaningful. The rules 

are clear—no electronics, phones, or video games—and the activities 

all center around the outdoors. The boys play hide and seek, do shop 

projects, roast marshmallows around the fire pit, and search for antler 

sheds. They hike, swim, fish, and cook. 

The cabin, purchased with the support of two generous donors, is a 

perfect setting for many of the Club’s objectives, from building self-

esteem to learning to be a team player and preparing for the future. 

“Another one of those objectives is creating lasting memories for the 

boys, and the cabin has really done that,” Oyler said. “Alumni members 

often share memories they have at the cabin. Truly, the cabin creates 

lifelong memories.”

Oyler remembers one night settling down on the couch next to a boy 

who had stayed up past bedtime. The boy had never experienced what 

the Black Hills has to offer, and many of the outdoor activities were new 

to him. “I asked him why he was still up,” Oyler recalled. “He said he 

didn’t want to go to bed because it was the best day he’d ever had, and 

he didn’t want it to end.”

It’s a story that sticks with Oyler, who suggests that the cabin may be 

even more important in today’s world than it was back then. “Twenty-

five years ago, the boys didn’t have phones and screens to stare at all 

the time,” he said. “I think a love of the outdoors and nature does three 

things: it helps you realize there’s a higher power, it provides mental 

relaxation, and it helps you become a kinder person.”



A beacon  
of HOPE 
HUMBLING: that’s how Jeanni Gossard 

describes the work she’s been blessed to do 

for more than 30 years at The Club for Boys 

Thrift Store. Today the store’s manager, Gossard 

was originally trained by Sandy Erickson, the 

wife of the Club’s first executive director, Roger 

Erickson, who started the Thrift Store.

“I really am humbled by the top-quality donations from our community,” she said. “And we are blessed with a talented 

staff and volunteers who do an excellent job of displaying the donated items. We say we have a new store every hour.”

The community’s generosity is what makes the store a success, said Doug Herrmann, the Club’s executive director. “Since 

1989, the store has helped us bring resources directly to the Club and its programming and serving the community well.”

Despite the hurdles of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Thrift Store has continued to be a resource and a beacon of 

hope. “In the deepest part of the pandemic, when the future was so uncertain, the store still provided services to 

families and funding to the Club,” said Herrmann.

Amid economic uncertainties, Herrmann is confident the store will continue to 

serve as an important resource for families in the area. “If the economy falters, 

that really impacts a large part of our community,” he said.

The Thrift Store strives to be efficient and a good steward of the donations it 

receives. For example, many clothes are recycled each year that cannot be 

resold because of the condition or for other reasons. The store has historically 

baled these clothes and resold them. It owns a 1,000-pound baler, allowing it 

to recycle more clothes and sell the bales for a higher price. “That’s indicative 

of the unique work the staff does behind the scenes,” Herrmann said. 

The Thrift Store continues to make good use of the additional space it has 

created at the Cambell Street location it moved to in 2013. Gossard estimates that 

24,000 cars pass the store each day, compared to 5,000 at the old location. An 

average of 225 to 275 customers stop in to shop every day.

Herrmann said the Thrift Store and the Club have worked to emphasize 

their connection, so the community understands the store provides funding 

directly to programming for boys in the community. “We aren’t physically 

by the Club anymore, so we want to make sure that people know we’re 

tied together and how important the Thrift Store is to the Club—and the 

community,” Herrmann said. 

“Since 1989, the store has helped 
us bring resources directly to  
the Club and its programming  

and serving the community well.”  
–DOUG HERRMANN, Executive Director

Stop on by! 
The Club for Boys  

Thrift Store 

960 Cambell Street 

Rapid City, SD 57701

SHOPPING HOURS 

Mon–Fri: 9 a.m.–6 p.m. 

Sat: 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 

(Check out the new  

retro area!)

DONATION HOURS 

Mon–Sat: 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

PICK-UPS   

Tue–Fri (within city limits) 

Call 605-341-8878 to 

schedule



FUND A NEED, 
FUEL A MISSION 
EACH FALL, The Club for Boys’ Fund A Need fundraiser is an 

opportunity to recognize two very important things—the Club’s 

commitment to meeting each boy’s unique needs and the role 

generous donors play in making that ambition a reality. “Those two 

things really go hand in hand,” said Chantel McDonnell, the Club’s 

director of development. “Without the support of our community and 

donors, we can’t carry out our mission of providing positive, fun, and 

safe experiences for all boys.” 

Consider the cost of membership. the Club keeps that cost low—only $12 

a year—to ensure that finances aren’t a barrier for boys who would benefit 

from attending. But the true cost for each member to attend in a non-

pandemic year is around $1,600. “Those numbers alone show you the 

huge impact donors have on the Club and on our boys,” said McDonnell. 

One critical but often overlooked program donor support makes 

possible is the Club’s Transportation Program. During the school year, 

over half of the boys who attend are transported there by the Club 

from seven different schools. “We don’t just provide opportunities 

our members would not be able to experience at home,” said 

McDonnell. “We help them get here to enjoy those opportunities, too. 

Transportation is one more way we remove barriers to access to the 

Club.” (And the Club’s buses do double duty, bringing the boys on 

field trips to the cabin, swimming lessons, and other fun destinations 

throughout the year.)

Nutrition is another vital program the Club is shining a light on this 

year. Last year, the Club served more than 47,000 healthy, filling meals 

and snacks to boys and their families. Any child under 18 can eat for 

free throughout the summer, and as of the last few years, parents and 

guardians no longer have to pay to share a meal with the boys. And 

this fall, the Club is excited to offer a small food pantry during Family 

Nights. “We know how important nutrition is for boys’ development and 

growth,” said McDonnell. “We also know getting enough healthy food is 

a challenge for many of our members and their families, especially with 

rising food costs, and they rely on the Club for meals.”

The Club likes to remind boys that “Be the best version of you, in all you do” 

is one of the real costs of membership they should pay daily. “Our donors 

are stepping up to do the same,” said McDonnell. “Their generosity 

sets an example for our members, and we could not be more grateful.” 

Help us 
reach our 
goal!
We are so grateful to the five 

generous donors who came 

together to give $100,000 

to kick off this year’s fund 

and start the Fund A Need 

Challenge! With their 

contributions, we’re halfway 

to our $200,000 goal, and we 

hope you’ll help us get there!

To give to the Fund A Need 

Challenge, use the QR code 

below or visit The Club for 

Boys website. 

“We know getting enough healthy  
food is a challenge for many of our members,  

and they rely on the Club for meals.”  
–CHANTEL MCDONNELL, Director of Development



163
boys came to the 
Club each day on 

average

718
different boys 

participated in activities 
at The Club for Boys

173 
boys came to 
the Club each 
day during the 

summer
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47,020 
meals and snacks were 

served by the Club

36% 
were being raised by a single 

parent, while an additional 11% were 
being raised by a relative other than 
a parent, and 1% were in foster care

56% 
of the boys identified as 

members of a minority group

46%  
live at or below the federal 

poverty guidelines  
($26,500 for a family of 4)

74%   
were in households that meet 
federal poverty guidelines for 

free and reduced meals

8%  
were homeless sometime during the 
year, and at least 14% had a parent 

or close family member incarcerated

28% 
were challenged by a disability or 

serious health issue

Fiscal year 2022 saw the beginning of normalcy after the COVID-19 
pandemic. Our numbers are still down, but they’re climbing! As The 
Club for Boys looks ahead to all the incredible things Fund A Need 
will help make possible next year, we’re also reflecting on the impact 
we made last year, from June 2021 through May 2022. 



Thank you to the people, businesses, and organizations that gave gifts from May 

2022 through July 2022 to The Club for Boys and The Club for Boys Foundation.

YOUR GIFT changes  
the lives of our boys

The Club for Boys 
Donors
The Club for Boys would 
like to thank everyone 
who donated gifts of 
time, money, and in 
kind. The following 
people, businesses, and 
organizations gave cash 
gifts of $250 or more. 
Those with a * gave 
$1,000-$9,999, + gave 
$10,000-$99,999, and ! 
were gifts of $100,000  
or more.   

Cody Ackerman
Lee Anthony
Jerry & Carol Arendsee +
At-Risk After School Meals, 
Child & Adult Nutrition 
Services, SD Dept. of 
Education +

Adam Bartling *
Dale Berkebile *
Black Hills Area Community 
Foundation *

Black Hills Energy *
Lonnie & Lori Braun *
Robert & Barbara Britt *
Jim & Monica Burgess

Jan Chambers 
Tony & Brenda Cleberg *
Cosmopolitan Club of Rapid 
City *

David & Kathy Crabb *
CUNA Mutual Foundation *
Virginia Frei & Stephen  
Kovarik *

Jim & Jane Doyle *
Egon & Rita Dzintars
Mary Gilmore *
Sara Gentry
Wayne and Gwynn Hansen 
Fund of the Black Hills Area 
Community Foundation

Mark & Sharon Hasvold 
Rob & Marsha Hengen *
Joe & Sheila Hillberry *
Jake Kammerer
Kohls
KJT, LLC *
David & Andrea Lamb *
Steve & Marty Kalkman *
Makiplastics
Leon Martin +
Thomas McGlade 
McKie Ford Lincoln *
Kent & Cathy Mundon * 
Judy Nielson
Playmakers Sports Cards *
Casey & Kathy Peterson *
Mary Policky *
Jacob Preston

Kevin & Kathy Randall +
RCS Construction *
Gene & Ann Reiling *
Loreli Reuter *
RE/MAX Results – Gene & 
Tony Hensley *

Dennis Ritter *
Scheels *
Jim & Sally Scherrer +
Streeter & Barbara Shining *
South Dakota Stockgrowers 
Association *

Spartan Nash *
Justin & Ardis Speer 
Foundation of the South 
Dakota Community 
Foundation +

Deb Tieszen *
John T. Vucurevich  
Foundation !

Tom & Sharon Warner *

Foundation Donors 
The Club for Boys 
Foundation is grateful for 
all gifts received from May 
through July 2022.

In memory of Derek Hauff
In memory of Dale Jensen *
In memory of James Osburn

4 wishes
We are able to do more at 

the Club for Boys with the 

support of people like you. 

In addition to your financial 

support of our work, which 

keeps our dues at just $12 

per year per boy, we would 

appreciate donations of the 

following items.

Just visit theclubforboys.

org/wish-list and you’ll be 

directed to our wish list on 

Amazon. Items currently 

on our list include:

1. BACKPACKS  for boys 

in need throughout the 

school year

2. L.E.D. CHRISTMAS 

LIGHTS  for our Winter 

Wonderland 

3. DRY ERASE MARKERS  

for our Education 

Program 

4. POPCORN MACHINE 

AND SUPPLIES for 

Older Boy Movie Days



Rapid City Club for Boys

320 North 4th Street

Rapid City, SD 57701

Return Service Requested

CONNECT WITH US
ONLINE www.theclubforboys.org

CALL (605) 343-3500

VISIT 320 North 4th Street

What was your favorite
activity during Summer Program?

“I got to hang out with the most amazing staff 
member… Mike. Wait, they are all great!” 

–JACOB, 13 

“The Around the World–themed week  
because I found Mt. Rushmore!” 

–BRANDON, 7

“Making toy robots.” 
–BECK, 8

25 YEARS OF FUN AT THE CABIN

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

THE THRIFT STORE SUPPORTS 
OUR MISSION
… plus, Fund A Need is back!IN
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