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“Whether 
competing or 
volunteering, 
his example is 
the same, and 
his concern for 
others really 
comes through.”

–MARK KLINE 
Assistant Executive Director

A quiet leader
THAT’S HOW THE STAFF at The Club for Boys describes this 

year’s Boy of the Year. 

Rowdy Hix is polite, even-tempered, and humble—the latter being 

one of the many reasons they say he was honored. “I didn’t think 

I was going to get it,” said the 13-year-old, thinking back to the 

announcement at this year’s Boy of the Year banquet. “I thought for 

sure that someone else would.”

Every month at the Club, several boys are honored for their hard 

work, positive attitude, good sportsmanship, and thoughtful 

decisions. Each spring, one Boy of the Year is chosen. 

A homeschool student from Rapid City, Rowdy has been attending 

the Club since he was 10. He keeps coming back, he said, because 

he’s found friends and enjoys the time he spends in the gym and 

playing games.

“Rowdy is kind and fun and a quiet leader, meaning he’s not the most 

in-your-face, follow-me kind of guy,” said Travis Koller, the younger 

boys athletic director. “He’s more of ‘Hey, I’m playing this—want to 

play, too?’”

Koller said he’s looking forward to watching Rowdy continue to grow 

and become more comfortable leading others as he gets older. He 

has a bright future, he added. “I hope he finds something that he 

loves to do and has success in that field.” 

Assistant Executive Director Mark Kline said Rowdy is consistent 

in his attitude and service to others. “Whether competing or 

volunteering, his example is the same, and his concern for others 

really comes through.”

For instance, Rowdy once started a lemonade stand for neighbor 

kids who couldn’t afford passes to the fair. “That’s him, all the 

time,” Kline said. “He is exceptional, especially for his age, in his 

compassion for others.”

Rowdy said he’s simply trying to do the right thing. “You just need 

to be a good person,” he said. “If you’re bad all the time, you won’t 

make it very far in life.”



The LITTLE GUY  
comes home
WINTER 1976, 11-YEAR-OLD ELDON SEARLES was the first in 

line outside The Club for Boys. Once the doors opened, he might make for the 

hearth, tracking melted snow, to sit by the fire and smell the bacon cooking 

from the kitchen. Or he might flip on the TV or start up a game of carpetball or 

pool. It didn’t matter what he did at the Club—because he was home. 

“It was a feeling of trust and love and safety,” said Searles. “They keep it simple 

for the boys. They’re always there for them. That was something I didn’t 

experience before coming to the Club.” 

One August nearly half a century later, Searles found himself back at the Club 

after reconnecting with Dave Oyler, former executive director. “He was the big 

guy when I was the little guy,” laughed Searles, now an independent contractor 

in Redmond, Oregon. Oyler invited Searles to attend this year’s Hooked on 

Hardwater event. Then—no sooner than he’d booked his flight—Oyler asked if 

he’d mind making a short speech at the banquet. 

“Literally not a day went by over the next few months that I wasn’t thinking 

about what I wanted to say,” Searles recalled. “I have so many good 

memories—I can’t bring them up without getting emotional. I’d be out for a 

walk with the dogs, getting choked up.” 

Hearing Searles’s story of how the Club shaped him, it’s easy to understand why 

his speech earned him a standing ovation at the Hooked on Hardwater banquet. 

He came to the Club as a boy from northern Wisconsin and a tumultuous home 

life and fell in love immediately. “My memories of childhood literally start with the 

Club,” he said. “Without that place, I’d be a different person.”  

After graduating from high school, he joined the U.S. Army, which took him to 

Europe and back. Returning briefly to Rapid City, he decided to venture up 

to Oregon to work making manufactured homes alongside a friend from the 

service. “I left with $200 in my pocket, and when I got here, it was so rainy 

that if I’d had $200 more, I would have turned around,” he said. Fortunately, he 

stayed long enough to meet Holly, the woman who would become his wife of 

33 years (and counting) and the mother of their two children, who have each 

gone on to have impressive careers in the Air Force. 

“You always knew that the Club staff were there for you, but that they loved 

their families outside the Club,” said Searles. “It made you say, ‘Hey, I want to 

have that.’” Now that he does, Searles credits The Club for Boys for the laying 

the foundation all those years ago.  

Today, he’s planning his next visit. “Earlier this year, I wasn’t in the games 

room for five minutes before I was playing pool with a little guy,” he said. “I 

encourage anyone who supports the Club to spend time with the boys. You’ll 

see that what you can give, whether it’s time or money, is going to be used in a 

positive way. Go there, experience it, and you’ll never have any doubt.”

4 wishes
We are able to do more 

at the Club for Boys with 

the support of people 

like you. In addition to 

your financial support of 

our work, which keeps 

our dues at just $12 per 

year per boy, we would 

appreciate donations of 

the following items.

Just visit 

theclubforboys.org/

wish-list and you’ll be 

directed to our wish 

list on Amazon. Items 

currently on our list 

include:

1. SUNSCREEN for 

water activities and 

field trips

2. SNO-CONE 

SUPPLIES—think 

syrup, cups, straws! 

3. GATORADE 
BOTTLES AND 

POWDER for staying 

hydrated during 

Tennis Baseball 

League and Walk Club

4. BUNCH O BALLOONS 

for celebrating fun 

every day!

“My memories  
of childhood 
literally start  
with the Club. 
Without that 
place, I’d be a 

different person.”  
–ELDON SEARLES,  

Former Club member



A night to remember
MAGGIE YOUNG WILL NEVER FORGET the backpacking 

trips she took at Girl Scout camp. In fact, she draws a direct line between 

those excursions and the overnight trips she runs in the Black Hills as 

The Club for Boys’ outdoor program director. “It might sound goofy, but 

I’m tapping into my inner child,” she said. “I want to create those kinds of 

memories with the boys. It’s a rite of passage, and I get excited for them 

about it.” 

The boys who have the chance to experience the overnight backpacking 

trip each June may not follow in Young’s footsteps to become outdoor 

educators, but the lessons they learn are sure to stick with them for life. 

First comes a broad foundation of backpacking skills, from how to pitch 

a tent to how to filter water. With these skills, Young hopes to give the 

boys access to the outdoors. Instead of packing expensive dehydrated 

meal kits, for example, she shows them how to cook basics like mac and 

cheese or ramen noodles. “That way, if they want to plan their own trips 

when they’re old enough, it’s easy for them to make it happen,” she said. 

To help the bigger skills stick, Young involves the boys every step of the 

way. “Whether that’s planning the expedition and talking through the 

timeline or reading the map and reviewing safety protocols, the goal 

is for them to feel ownership over the experience,” she said. The older 

boys on the trip, which is open to members 13 and up, even have the 

opportunity to instruct their fellow backpackers, helping them learn 

through teaching.

All of the boys who participate in what is one of the Club’s more exclusive 

outings have to earn their spots by assisting Young with other outdoor 

activities or trips. “That way they have some skin in the game, and it’s fair.” 

The day of the trip, the boys hike one to two miles in before stopping 

to fish and swim, prepare dinner, and set up camp for the night. It’s a 

unique social situation that builds the boys’ interpersonal skills. “It’s one 

thing to spend an hour with another boy at the Club,” Young said, “but 

it’s another to spend all day together, especially when they’re bringing 

their own strengths and challenges to a common goal.” 

Once the sun goes down, Young reminds the boys that they’re always 

welcome to wake her if they get scared. “Maybe there’s a spider in your 

tent or maybe you hear a coyote—it’s easy to forget that those things 

are a big deal when it’s your first time,” she said. “Our ultimate goal is to 

create confidence and competence. The boys know what they’re doing, 

and because they know what they’re doing, they become confident. It’s 

about showing them, ‘I did that tough thing, and now I know I can beat 

this other battle.’” 

Safety first
No matter the activity, the 

Club’s priority is always 

safety. Young recently 

completed a nine-day, 

80-hour Wilderness 

First Responder training, 

certifying her ability to 

employ first aid, assess 

injuries, keep a patient 

calm and comfortable, and 

deliver them to the next 

level of care. 

“Our ultimate goal is to create confidence and 
competence. It’s about showing [the boys], ‘I did that 

tough thing, and now I know I can beat this other battle.’”  
–MAGGIE YOUNG, Outdoor Program Director



AS A RETIRED TEACHER, Jo Anna Warder has a natural affinity 

for education. But it’s her connection with a long-ago preschool student 

who now works at The Club for Boys that made the inception of the 

Warder Scholarship Fund this year truly special.

“I followed him through the years and kept in touch,” Warder said of 

Mark Kline, the Club’s assistant executive director. She first met Kline 

while serving as the first full-time Head Start director in Rapid City. “He 

was very smart, and he’s an inspiration and example of what a good 

education can provide.” 

Helping clear the way for boys to follow that example, Warder and her 

husband, Robert, established a new scholarship fund through The Club for 

Boys Foundation as a resource and incentive for post-secondary education.

“This gift will really have an impact on the boys as they’re encouraged to 

think about what kind of life they want and how to get there,” said Sara 

Gentry, executive director of the Club’s foundation.

The scholarship is an example of how 

The Club for Boys Foundation can set 

up funds specifically designed to carry 

out a donor’s wishes over the long 

term. The $50,000 gift is set apart and 

earns the same rate of return as the 

Club’s general endowment. The income 

generated by the Warder Scholarship 

Fund will go toward future scholarships.

Moving forward, the Club will award a select number of boys $1,000 

scholarships each year. The scholarship can be used for tuition, housing, 

books, or incidentals related to their education.

Warder said it’s exciting to be at the start of a fund she hopes will attract 

more donors, grow over time, and positively affect the lives of young 

men in the Black Hills. “There are too many boys who don’t go on after 

high school, and I hope this scholarship helps them keep going,” she said. 

Kline believes it will do just that. “I’ve had several club members tell 

me that they weren’t going to college or vo-tech because they couldn’t 

afford it as well,” he said. “What a great opportunity this will be for 

upcoming seniors.”

With his story coming full circle, Kline said it’s because of people like the 

Warders that he is where he is today. “One of the reasons I do what I do 

is because of inspiration from people like her,” he said. “Teachers were a 

big deal in my life, challenging and encouraging me. This scholarship is 

an example of her dedication to education and to students like me who 

just need a little extra support to succeed.”

The gift of 
EDUCATION

“This gift will really have 
an impact on the boys 

as they’re encouraged to 
think about what kind of 
life they want and how 

to get there.”  
–SARA GENTRY, Executive Director 

of The Club for Boys Foundation



Thank you to the people, businesses, and organizations that gave gifts from January 15 to April 30, 2022, 

to The Club for Boys and The Club for Boys Foundation.

Club for Boys Donors
The Club for Boys would 
like to thank everyone who 
donated gifts of time, money, 
and in kind. The following 
people, businesses, and 
organizations gave cash gifts 
of $250 or more. Those with 
a * gave $1,000- $9,999, + 
gave $10,000- $99,999, and 
! were gifts of $100,000 or 
more.  

Mike Alley
BAK Fishing
Reuben & Marlowe Bareis Family 
Fund *

William & Shana Bernhard *
Timothy & Bonnie Bjork *
Black Hills Ammunition +
Black Hills Community Bank *
Black Hills Industries *
Black Hills Tire *
Border States Electric *
Lonnie & Lori Braun
Brink Construction
Cold Snap Outdoors
June Clark Endowment +
Dakota Angler
Diagnostic Imaging Systems *
Jim & Jane Doyle
George Dunham !
Egon & Rita Dzintars
David & Deanna Emery *
Shawn Ericsson
Robert & Chris Gisness
Grossenberg Implement *
Brad Hancock
Wayne & Gwynn Hansen
Christian Haugo *
Heavy Constructors | Gustafson 
Builders

Charles Hendrickson
Joe & Bonnie Hilt *
Dan and Deb Holsworth *
James & Loma Jennings
David & Wendi Johnson
William & Lori Keller *
Denny & Wyonne Kaemingk *
Richard & Bev Kahler
Carroll & Dennyce Korb 
Leskca, Inc
Lloyd Companies *
Bernita Loucks *
MAC Construction *
Madsen Construction
Jan McDonnel
Mickelson Trail Lodging *
Modern Woodman Fraternal 
Financial *

Kent & Cathy Mundon
Ozzie & Bev Osheim
Aletha Parke
Chris & Shantha Peters
Casey & Kathy Peterson *
Rapid City Police Department
Sioux Falls Delta Waterfowl 
Chapter

Jeff Saline +
Sam’s Club * 
Scull Construction Services *
Eldon Searles 
Morgan Searles
Troy Skyberg
South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited *
South Dakota Youth Hunting 
Adventures *

Strider Sports 
Thomas & Sons Moving Company *
Michael & Mary Trykowski *
Walmart Super Store on Stumer 
Road * 

Whitesell Financial Group *
Roger & Diane Wilson
Thomas & Sharon Zeller

Foundation Donors 
The Club for Boys Foundation 
is grateful for all gifts 
received.  From January 15, 
2022 through April 2022, the 
following contributions were 
received.   

In memory of Merle Karen * 
In memory of John Lintz 
In memory of Harvey Malon * 
In memory of James Osburn 
In memory of Craig Tieszen 

THANK YOU, SANTAS 
In December 2021, the 
following people and 
organizations made a 
Christmas celebration 
possible for 461 people in 66 
families of 125 Club for Boys 
members.  Thank you to all 
these Santas.

Laree Adkins
Michael Alley
Attic West II
Russ & Betty Backus
Brad & Dawn Bargmann
Larry Beezley
Rebecca Belsaas
Jennie Benson
Steve & Gail Bernard
Beta Sigma Phi, Preceptor Alpha 
Beta

Bonnie & Tim Bjork
Black Hills Corporation Regulatory 
Team

Black Hills Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery

Patty & David Booze
Rebecca Brady
Mazie Brandt
Bob & Barbara Britt
Bruce Brugman
Pamela & Charles Campbell, III
Cathy & Bart Casteel
Renee & Ramon Coldwell, II

Dianne & Lee Conner
Dave & Kathy Crabb
Kathy Creager
Wendy Crews
CTC Engineering & Design
Edith & Larry Cvancara
William & Cheryl Deichert
Dennis De Smet
Joe & Jolene Dobbs
James & Amy Donohue
Jane & Jim Doyle
David & Deanna Emery
Susan & Gerald England
Gerie Ericson
Donna Foss
Alan & Heidi Bell Gease
Ken & Linda Gibbons
Debra Gilliland
De & Nancy Glassgow
Hilda Goehring-Sieler
Brenda & Don Habbe
Mark & Renae Haberman
Janet & Steven Hall
Gary & Patricia Hamilton
Matt & Amber Hammon
Pat & Art Handel, Jr.
Wayne & Gwynn Hansen
Michael R. Hansen
Robert & Della Hays
HDR, Inc.
Julie & K. John Heilman, III
Marsha & Rob Hengen
Dorcas & Jeff Hern
Susan Hey
David & Carla Hillard
Charlotte Hines
Traci & John Holter
Barbara Hoover
Barbara Hughes
Rachelle & Curtis Jensen
Gary & Joyce Johnson
Steve & Marty Kalkman
Jake Kammerer
Maurita Kaufman & David 
Springhetti

Glenda Kendrick
Royce King
Doug & Suzanne Koppmann
Vera Kowal & Dale Bachwich
Cliff & Kay Lambert
Patty & Jim Lampy
Constance Nelson Lane & David 
Cameron

Karen & Richard Latuchie
Jim Leach
Richard Lindenmeyer
Andi & Greg Litton
Dave & Lori Litzen
Penny & Robert Lore, Sr.
Jan McDonnel
Donna Hisek-McGlade & Thomas 
McGlade

Clarence & Brenda McGlynn
Kris McKittrick
Jim & Trina Miller
Bonnie & Richard Miller
Monument Health Emergency 
Dept.

Monument Health Home Health 
Plus

Monument Health Ortho/Neuro 
Surgical Dept.

Monument Health Pharmacy
Monument Health Transfer Center
Chris & Jack Muller
Carlyle Nelson
Virginia Nelson
Judith Nielson
Janize Nissen
Northwestern Engineering
Ed O’Leary
Rushmore/Noon/Morning 
Optimist Club

Ozzie & Bev Osheim
Pamela Parham
Pasqualucci Law Office
Mary Lou Paulson
Keith Peterson
James & Noelle Phillips
Curtis Pochardt
Point Wealth Advisors
Quality Transmission
Quinn’s Building Services
Kent Rasmussen
Gene & Ann Reiling
Susan Ripple
Robert Rohrbouck
Chuck & Sybil Rounds
Mary Lee Rude
Jeff Saline
Jean & Scott Scherer
Jim & Sally Scherrer
Chris & Marilyn Schmid
Corey & Joni Schmidt
Bill & Karen Schulz
Kris Sears
A.J. Silva
Sonya & Robert Smith
Cherie Soesbe
Lloyd & Janet Sohl
Sylvia Stoltz
Don & Marlene Stover
Matthew & Becky Swanson
Pat Teuber
Thrift Store Staff
Mary & Pat Tlustos
Marlene & Dick Tobias
Francis & Kathy Toscana
James & Becky Trudeau
Shelli Vallis
Rhonda Van Patten
Janet vanHouten
Nobel & Marguerite Veal
Thomas Vlieger
Joseph & Jayne Waggoner
John & Susan Wagner
Jo Anna & Bob Warder
Fred Weishaupl, Jr.
Bill & Cindy Wellman
West River Periodontics
Terri & Larry Wetsch
Michelle & Stuart Wevik
Micah & Courtney Williams
Diane & Roger Wilson
Kevin Wolfe
Jerry & Pat Wright
Amie & Doug Zaug
Paula & Bill Zavitz

YOUR GIFT changes the lives of our boys



Rapid City Club for Boys

320 North 4th Street

Rapid City, SD 57701

Return Service Requested

CONNECT WITH US
ONLINE www.theclubforboys.org

CALL (605) 343-3500

VISIT 320 North 4th Street

Thank you to our newsletter sponsor

AN UPDATE ON THE   
Heartland Heights affordable housing project

Construction is wrapping up on Heartland Heights, the affordable housing 

project The Club for Boys helped make possible as a nonprofit partner to 

Lloyd Companies. Once construction is complete, move-ins will begin—as 

will construction on Heartland Heights 2 next door! To learn more about 

units that may be available, please contact Cassi Chase, property manager, 

at 605-646-0853.

MAKING MEMORIES THAT LAST  
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