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“I want to help 
some of the older 
boys step up as 
leaders because 
leadership is a 
huge attribute 
that can be used 
in anything.”

–JON HE, Gym Director

IT MAY HAVE BEEN A DECADE AGO, but Jon He has 

not forgotten the sound of his name being announced as Boy of the 

Year at the 2012 Club for Boys Annual Honor Boy Banquet. “I couldn’t 

believe it,” said He, now 24, a recent graduate of University of South 

Dakota and a member of the National Guard. “I was really shocked.” 

But the announcement wasn’t a surprise to Club staff, who had 

watched He stand out as a leader from the first day he walked in as a 

14-year-old. 

Now, his time at the Club comes full circle as he returns as the new 

gym director for older boys. “I want to help some of the older boys 

step up as leaders because leadership is a huge attribute that can be 

used in anything, like a job or the Army,” said He.

He envisions influencing the boys he works with in the same way he 

was influenced as a teenager. “I’m really excited, mostly about the 

relationships with the kids,” he said. “One experience can change a 

kid’s life forever. When you’re working, you don’t see it as much, but as 

a kid, it impacts you. The Club has impacted me a lot.”

He originally came to the Club through an athletic program at the 

YMCA. The Club hosted joint games and He ended up joining the 

Club soon after. Just a month in, he took a part-time job at the front 

counter. It was a great place to go after school and a way to meet new 

friends. It also taught him respect and professionalism, he added.

But the staff, he said, had the biggest effect on him. “They were a 

big reason I kept coming,” he said. “When I was new, they were so 

welcoming and never made me feel like an outsider. They made it feel 

homey, and they included boys in everything.”

It’s nice, He said, that his first full-time job out of college brings him 

back to his old stomping ground. Even though it’s his first month 

in the new position, He is a familiar face around the Club. He made 

sure to stay connected through Zoom meetings and special events 

when he was away at college. “It’s because of the kids,” he said. “They 

remember who you are. Even when you’ve been gone for a while.  

They see you, and they just have that smile on their face.”

A boy comes  
FULL CIRCLE



BEEFING UP  
the nutrition program 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ITS HISTORY, The Club for Boys will be able to use local beef in its 

nutrition program. That’s thanks to the generosity of organizations and donors like Scott Edoff, who recently 

donated over 600 pounds of beef to the Club, and is president of the South Dakota Stockgrowers Association.  

While the families of the boys have enjoyed meat donations before, 

this time Wall Meat Processing stepped in to process and inspect 

the meat. This opened the door for the Club to include the beef as 

part of its USDA nutrition program. The donations reduce the Club’s 

nutrition costs, and it’s a great way to support local producers. 

“Several ranchers support the Club, and it just makes sense to use local 

beef,” said Mark Kline, assistant executive director of the Club. “We 

know the quality and nutrition is better, which is better for our boys.”

Edoff said the Stockgrowers Association has a history with Club 

dating back to the 1970s, when Lyndell Petersen, former state 

senator, helped create a trust fund to support the Club. The fund’s 

earnings slowed in the 1990s; however, thanks to the South Dakota 

Stockgrowers Association, it was built back up during the last decade. 

Personally donating the beef this year simply made sense, he added. “This is an organization that is privately 

funded, and it’s such a good cause.”

Ken Charfauros, co-owner of Wall Meat Processing, couldn’t agree more. “This is a no-brainer. With the small 

amount of fees Club participants pay, it’s amazing they run the entire organization the way they do. It cost me 

a little, but it brings good to so many people, and that brings me joy.”

Both Charfauros and Edoff are excited about the effort the Club puts into helping educate the boys about local 

ranching and agricultural practices. “This is a great opportunity for local ag,” Charfauros said. “It provides an 

economic impact to our community, and the kids are learning about getting the right protein.”

Kline emphasized the donations truly make a difference. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, the Club cooked 

for 180 boys every school night and more than 325 boys during summer days. “We don’t want to just open 

cans of food or thaw out processed meats,” Kline said. “Better nutrition, not just more food, improves child 

development and the boys’ ability to focus at school, and even increases their activity levels.”

The Club wants boys to focus on having fun and making friends—not worry where their next meal is coming 

from. “By supporting our nutrition program, the local producers, ranchers, and other organizations allow us to 

do that,” Kline said. “It’s not something we do alone. We partner with others to teach the boys about nutrition, 

gardening, purchasing good food at affordable prices, and even cooking in our learning kitchen here. There’s 

no way to thank all the people who support our nutrition program enough.”

“This is a no-brainer. It cost me a little,  
but it brings good to so many people,  

and that brings me joy.”  
–KEN CHARFAUROS, co-owner, Wall Meat Processing 



NEW NORMAL,  
new relationships 
IT’S THE NEW NORMAL—but with plenty of the old, as 

COVID-19 wanes. Safety precautions are now a part of daily life. 

Mealtime looks a little different. And by adhering to COVID guidelines, 

there are fewer boys to accommodate on any given day. But if you 

look more closely, it’s the same fun, creative, relationship-focused 

Club for Boys it always was, according to Executive Director Doug 

Herrmann. And as COVID-19 requirements ease up, things are just 

going to keep getting better and better.

“There were some silver linings we saw come out of this,” Herrmann 

said. One of those was a new perspective on friendships and 

relationships—both among the boys and between them and staff. 

“Although we are serving fewer boys per area, we are getting to know 

the boys better and better,” Herrmann added. “None of the kids are 

getting lost in the large numbers.”

Carri Redmond, program director, agreed. “It was one of the biggest 

blessings for the staff,” she said. “We got to spend quality one-on-one 

time with kids.” Relationships with families have also benefited. 

This past summer, the Club limited its capacity and organized small 

groups of boys that rotated from activity to activity. “A lot of the kids 

liked that,” Redmond said. “There was a calmness, and they got used 

to being with the same group of boys.”

Staff also witnessed friendships blossom where they might not have 

otherwise. “They built some new friendships,” she said. “And even 

though we had fewer numbers, the boys just wanted to be here.”

For Herrmann, the work now is to embrace the positive pandemic 

changes while still providing the Club atmosphere and activities the 

boys have grown to love over the years. “Take things like the meals,” he 

said. “Instead of using the cafeteria, we’ve been bringing meals to the 

rooms where the boys are, which creates this nice family atmosphere. 

So we’ll look for more ways to create those kinds of moments.”

No matter what, the boys can expect the same great programming 

this summer. “We’re really optimistic about what the summer looks 

like,” he said. “We really want a great emphasis on the outdoors, and 

we have the new sport court. We also have some great field trips 

planned to get the kids off campus.”

Ultimately, the boys and staff alike have done a great job rolling 

with each new change. “There are new things happening here 

now because of COVID, but there’s a lot of the old in there, too,” 

Herrmann said. “We’re really in tune to what these kids need, and 

that’s exciting.”

4 WISHES
We are able to do more at The Club 

for Boys with the support of people 

like you. In addition to your financial 

support of our work, which keeps 

our dues at just $12 per year per 

boy, we would appreciate donations 

of the following items.

Just visit theclubforboys.org/

wish-list/ and you’ll be directed 

to our wish list on Amazon. Items 

currently on our list include: 

1. A GRILL for our teen boys’ 

Brothers of Grilling program.

2. BUNCH O BALLOON WATER 
BALLOONS for fun in the sun.

3. SUNSCREEN AND BUG SPRAY 
to prevent burns and bites. 

4. HEAVY-DUTY SANDBOX TOYS 

like shovels and buckets.



IT DIDN’T TAKE LONG FOR 16-YEAR-OLD KERTH FRANCELIZO to draw a parallel between 

playing the cello in orchestra and helping younger kids at The Club for Boys. “It’s about patience,” he said. “In 

orchestra, you figure out the energy level and how to stay with it. It’s the same with kids. You have patience, and 

you just figure out how to go with the flow.”

Kerth started coming to the Club when he was 10 and has carved out a name for himself as a hard worker and 

someone staff can count on. Those are just some of the reasons he was named Boy of the Year this spring, 

according to Program Director Carri Redmond. “He’s so laid back and chill,” she said, laughing. “He walks around 

with this little speaker, listening to music. He’s so kind to everyone—he’s a friend to everyone.”

Kerth has brought his positive presence to nearly every area 

of the Club, but his favorite place right now is the shop, where 

he’s building a sword out of cardboard and other household 

items. It’s a place, he said, where he’s encouraged to use his 

imagination.

A student at Central High School, Kerth is also active in his church and in the community, volunteering to play 

Joseph each year in the annual Christmas program. He hopes someday to attend college and possibly join the Air 

Force. Until then, he’ll hang out at one of his favorite places—the Club. “I like the atmosphere here,” he said. “It’s 

open and friendly. I’m always able to find something to do. They let us be creative here.”

“He’s so laid back and chill.  
He’s so kind to everyone— 
he’s a friend to everyone”  

–CARRI REDMOND, Program Director

GAMES COME AND GO AT THE CLUB FOR BOYS, but 

carpetball has stood the test of time. In fact, the Club’s original carpetball 

table, which was built by Former Executive Director Dave Oyler and his 

father back in 1976, is still used by boys today. That staying power is a 

testament to the game itself—a fast-paced challenge combining bowling, 

pool, and marbles—and to the fact that the boys love activities that have 

been passed from generation to generation.

“Almost a million games of carpetball have been played on that first table,” 

Oyler said. “All people, especially children, need a person, place, or thing to feel 

grounded. Here, they get all three—undivided attention from a loving and caring 

staff, a special haven, and games that have been a hallmark activity for years.”

Newer games may sometimes earn the boys’ attention, but carpetball is a  

classic that nearly every club member has played. “There are no phones, no 

wires, no technology, no screens,” Oyler said. “It’s just good old-fashioned fun.”

The game supports the Club’s mission, too. “We want to provide opportunities  

for a boy to feel good about himself,” Oyler said. “Carpetball is one of those 

games where the winner keeps on playing until he loses. If he loses, he gets 

back in the line of boys waiting to play, and then gets to play again. In that sense, it’s a great equalizer in the Club.”

Several years ago, the Club crowned the “World Champion of Carpetball.” Just 7 years old, the winner went on to beat 

Jack Caudill, news anchor for KEVN. “Talk about an opportunity to feel good about yourself,” Oyler said, laughing.

A FRIEND TO EVERYONE
Announcing the Boy of the Year

Good old-fashioned fun

“All people need a person,  
place, or thing to feel grounded.  

Here, they get all three.”  
–DAVE OYLER,  

Former Executive Director



Thank you to the people, businesses, and organizations that gave gifts from February 2021 to April 2021 to 

The Club for Boys and The Club for Boys Foundation.

YOUR GIFT changes the lives of our boys

Club for Boys Donors
The Club for Boys would 

like to thank everyone 

who donated gifts of 

time, money, and in 

kind. The following 

people, businesses, and 

organizations gave cash 

gifts or $250 or more. 

Those with a * gave 

$1,000-$9,999; those with 

a + gave $10,000-$99,999 

and those with a ! gave 

$100,000 or more.  

Assurant *

BAK Fishing

Brad & Sarah Baker

William & Shana Bernhard

Black Hills Ammunition +

Black Hills Ammunition 

Employees *

Black Hills Area Community 

Foundation—Food Security 

Fund *

Black Hills Badges for Hope *

Black Hills Surgical Hospital *

Lonnie & Lori Braun *

Brian Barnes *

Brink Construction 

Bruce Brugman *

Cable Communication 

Services *

Dennis Cummings

George & Nancy Dunham !

Emergency Food and 

Shelter Program *

David & Deanna Emery *

GJ Holsworth & Sons +

Great Clips 

Ken & Judy Fauss

Dave & Barb Gulk 

Wayne & Gwynn Hansen *

Nick Heitkamp

Doug & Marnie Herrmann *

High Plains Anglers 

Mardi Hulm

Kyle James *

David & Wendi Johnson 

Roger Johnsen

Richard & Beverly Kahler

KJT, LLC—212 The Boiling 

Point *

Constance Nelson Lane *

Jeff Larson *

Susanna Leonard

Lloyd Companies *

Robert Lowrey *

Jan McDonnel *

Paul & Chantel McDonnell

Modern Woodmen—Tobin 

Mason *

Cody Morris

Kent & Mary Mundon 

John & Kimberly Nooney 

Ozzie & Beverly Osheim 

Chris & Shantha Peters

Casey & Kathy Peterson *

Thomas & Sons Moving 

Company *

Thomas Renner 

Jeff Saline *

Scheels *

Chris Schenkel *

Jim & Sally Scherrer +

Security First Bank *

Jeff Smith

Soldiers for Jesus *

Steve & Ellen Sylliaasen *

Scott Stuerman

Murray Tobin +

Mary & Michael Trykoski *

Judy Vidal & Brent Cogswell

Walmart, LaCrosse St *

Walmart, Stumer Road *

Jay Welk

Whitesell Financial Group *

Roger & Diane Wilson *

Foundation Donors 
The Club for Boys 

Foundation is grateful 

for all gifts received. In 

February through April 

2021, the following 

contributions were 

received. Those with a * 

gave $1,000-$9,999 and + 

gave $10,000-$99,999.

In memory of F. Charles 

Farrar

In memory of Jerry French

Rob Levy *

In memory of Lonnie 

McKittrick *

In memory of Josephine 

Pope

In memory of Leroy 

Schecher

In memory of Craig Tieszen

Please support the Club for Boys with a gift now. 
Please accept my gift of:   $                                            

First and Last Name                       

Address                        

City            State     Zip Code            

Phone        Email                  

       I wish to make my gift by credit card:          Visa          Mastercard 

          Card Number           Expiration             

          Signature           Security Code                    



Rapid City Club for Boys

320 North 4th Street

Rapid City, SD 57701

Return Service Requested

CONNECT WITH US
ONLINE www.theclubforboys.org

CALL (605) 343-3500

VISIT 320 North 4th Street

Thank you to our newsletter sponsor

Are you like many Club for 
Boys supporters who wish 
they could do more?
A simple way to do so and have a lasting impact on the lives of boys in our 

community is a gift to The Club for Boys Foundation.

By including a gift to the Foundation in your will, trust, or by beneficiary 

designation, you are ensuring that we can continue our mission of empowering 

boys with hope and opportunity in a safe, caring, and fun environment.

For more information about how you can leave a legacy, visit the  

Foundation web page at theclubforboys.org or contact Sara Gentry  

at sarag@theclubforboys.org or 605-343-3500.

The Club for Boys Thrift Store has new hours: 

Monday–Friday, 9am–6pm  

Saturday, 9am–5pm

For donation hours and special offers, visit 

theclubforboys.org/thrift-store N
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