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WINTER 2020 / Thank you for supporting the Club

Snapshots of 2020

As we look toward the holidays and the New Year, all of us at the Club for Boys wish to express our gratitude
for the support you have given us during an unprecedented year. Because of you, we’ve been able to
experience the joy of our members, and hear their laughter—reminders to each of us about what matters most
in this world. Enjoy these happy moments from the Club for Boys this year.

Our boy of the year, Jordonn (right), helping cut trees
for our Christmas Tree Project.

A curious boy learning about nature in the Club’s garden.

The boys practicing archery in the Club’s indoor facility.

An excited Club member checking for buried treasure. A Club volunteer working hard to help tutor our boys.

Tales from THE CLUB
(Christmas edition)

This is the first in a series of tales from our history. In our first installment, Former Executive
Director Dave Oyler shares a favorite memory that grew into the annual Christmas Tree Sale.

IT’S ALMOST TIME FOR THE CLUB FOR BOYS

to start

selling weeds again. Yes, you read that right.
It’s technically the Club’s annual Christmas Tree Sale, a longstanding
community tradition that includes the sale of hundreds of nursery trees.
To longtime staffer Dave Oyler, however, it was always about the weeds.
The annual tree sale got its start in 1980 with a phone call from a
local rancher requesting the boys come out and remove weeds
from his pasture on Neck Yoke Road. Those weeds were actually
small ponderosa pine, and the cows were eating the needles and
aborting their calves. The Club was happy to help—hard work was
good experience for the boys and it was a way to give back to the
community. They cut the trees, hauled them to the Club and decided
to do a small one-day sale.
“We had 200 of these little weeds on the property and the sale started
at 8am,” Oyler recalled. “Right off the bat, there were more than 100
people on the lot and every single tree was gone an hour and a half later.”
They knew they were on to something, so they connected with more
landowners and set up more tree work. At its peak in 1983, the Club
boys and staff cut, hauled and sold more than 3500 ponderosa pine
trees. When the demand outpaced the supply, they started ordering
nursery trees, which is the staple of the Club’s sales to this day.
It’s fun, Oyler said, that the Club’s signature sale each year had its
roots in helping out a local rancher. “We still have a great connection
with ranchers, and we go out and cut some of those trees,” he said,
laughing. “Really, we’re still going out and clearing the weeds.”

Christmas tree
lot is open
Fires across the west this
year meant it was more
difficult than ever to find
perfect trees to bring to the
tree lot. However, with great
sleuthing from Assistant
Executive Director Mark Kline,
we’ve been able to purchase
additional trees from new
vendors and have a great
selection to choose from.
Don’t delay in picking out the
perfect Christmas tree for your
home this holiday season. Our
boys are standing by now to
help you tie up your tree and
put it on the roof of your car.
Our lots will be open starting
November 27, 2020.
Tree lot at the Club for Boys
320 North Fourth Street
Monday–Saturday 9am–7pm
Sunday 10am–5pm
Tree lot at the Club for Boys
Thrift Store
960 Cambell Street
Monday–Friday 9am–6pm
Saturday 9am–4pm
Sunday 10am–5pm

Santa shops at
the Thrift Store,
how about you?
The Club for Boys Thrift Store
is full of Christmas decorations
awaiting your mantle.
Everything you purchase at the
thrift store supports the work
of the Club for Boys.
Monday–Friday 9am–6pm
Saturday 9am–5pm
Saturday 9am-5pm

MISSION POSSIBLE
FOR 22-YEAR-OLD TRAVIS KOLLER, a full-time job at the
Club for Boys closed the loop on a full circle that began when he was just
six years old. “I started attending the Club when I was six, but my three
older brothers had already been coming for years,” recalls Koller. “When I
turned 15, I started working behind the counter. And then I worked in the
cafeteria. And when I turned 18, I joined the program staff.”
Koller now serves as the athletic director for the younger boys who
attend the Club, a job he enjoys and has invested deeply in because of
his keen awareness of the mission. “When I come in, I like to think about
the day before and how we can be better at what we do,” he said. “I’ve
seen so many interactions between staff and the boys over the years,
and I take the best of what I have seen and do the same.”
Growing up, he was drawn to the Club for more than the nerf guns and
the sports. “A big pull was the staff,” he said. “I remember each of them.”

“There are incredible opportunities at the Club that boys in
our community might not get at home or at school. I can’t
imagine if this wasn’t there for these boys.”
–CONSTANCE LANE, Foundation Board Member

During the course of the more than five decades the Club has operated,
its mission has remained unchanged: to provide positive experiences that
develop self-esteem and character in a caring, safe, and fun environment
for all boys. It’s the consistency of that mission that has helped shape
the community, said Constance Lane, who has been connected to the
Club for more than 30 years, including serving on the operating board for
many years and now, as a foundation board member.
“There’s example after example of boys who come back and
say they don’t know where they would be without the Club,”
she said. “There are incredible opportunities at the Club that
boys in our community might not get at home or at school. I
can’t imagine if this wasn’t there for these boys.”
It’s the reason Lane also invests financially in the Club. “I’ve
been giving for years,” she said. “When those boys have a
need, like shoes, it’s great to have a fund where they can pull
from and help take care of needs.”
Lane has also included the Club in her family’s foundation.
“They will receive funds when I’m gone also,” she said. “I
really believe in giving to the Club because I know what
money I do give is going to make a difference. That’s the
bottomline.”
Koller said his family is evidence that the Club is doing just
that. “This place is so important,” he said. “Even if we change
one boy’s path from something negative to something
positive, that one boy is enough.”

GIVE WITH
A CLICK
You can help us provide the best
possible environment for boys
to learn, play, and grow with the
click of a button. We have built
a list of wishes and needs on
Amazon that you can purchase
for, and send directly to, the Club
for Boys.
Just visit theclubforboys.org/
wish-list/ and you’ll be directed
to our wish list on Amazon. Items
currently on our list include:
1. A SUPERCOOL 3D ARCHERY
BEAR TARGET for boys to
practice their archery skills.
2. XBOX GAMING HEADSETS
for boys to use in the Games
Room.
3. BATMAN AND JOKER
ACTION FIGURES
(remember those as a
child?!).
4. YOUTH FOOTBALL GLOVES.

The gift of CHRISTMAS

KERRY GILBERT HAS A HARD TIME TALKING ABOUT the moment a stranger in the

community provided for her family at Christmas time. The gifts her family received were made possible by the
Club for Boys’ Annual Christmas Families Program.
“We had just moved into a new house and we had no beds,” she says, her voice cracking with emotion. “They
brought beds and kitchen stuff and it helped so much.”
Gilbert has six children, takes care of grandchildren and oftentimes three to four additional children in her
home, and is one of hundreds of families who benefit from the Club’s annual program that provides eligible
families Christmas decorations, a meal, and gifts. “The Christmas program is an awesome experience,” Gilbert
said. “The kids are always so excited.”
It could not be done without a generous community, said
Program Director Carri Redmond. “We always have families
in need and we always have gracious community members
who want to make it a magical time of year for them,” she
said. “A lot of donors have an interest in helping an entire
family at Christmas. They start out as a Christmas family
donor and then get to know the Club and what more we
offer and soon become sustaining, annual donors.”

“We had just moved into a new
house and we had no beds.
They brought beds and kitchen
stuff and it helped so much.”
–KERRI GILBERT, Grateful Parent

Last year, the Club served 101 families and a total of 737 people. There were 367 donors. This year, the
program will continue to provide for families, but it will be difficult to know the reach of need because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. “One of the things we use to build our list of families is by looking at boys who have
attended consistently and for a certain amount of time,” Redmond explained. “With COVID, our doors were
closed for a period of time, and we limited the number of boys that can attend.”
Many families have been deeply affected by the pandemic and extras at Christmas are not always in the
budget. “We still have families that have not returned to work,” Redmond said. “Many of our families work in
the service industry and the places just haven’t opened back up yet.”
The needs are compounded if the family was already financially unstable before the pandemic hit. “If you think
about a family that was already in need basics like food and shelter, and now they haven’t worked for over six
months, that’s quite the hardship,” she said. “Christmas probably seems so out of reach for them when they
are literally just trying to feed the family.”
Gilbert has been there and she is grateful for not only
the assistance at Christmas, but the year-round attention,
friendship and support her kids have found at the Club.
Her sons, nine-year-old Chadeaux and 14-year-old Cassius,
have been long-time members and Gilbert is encouraged
by the skills and mentorship they have found in the
organization. “They teach them how to have good morals,
and they learn things like how to fish and hunt,” she said.
And during special times of the year, like Christmas,
the generosity of donors giving through the Club has
surprised and amazed her. The kindness is a good
demonstration, she said, for her kids to know how to
give back when and how they can. “We have a pretty
generous community that looks out for one another,”
she said. “We’re incredibly grateful.”

YOUR GIFT changes the lives of our boys
Thank you to the people, businesses and organizations that gave gifts from August to October 2020 to the
Club for Boys and the Club for Boys Foundation.

Club for Boys Donors
The Club for Boys would
like to thank everyone
who donated gifts
of time, money and
inkind. The following
people, businesses and
organizations gave cash
gifts of $250 or more.
Those with a * gave
$1,000-$9,999; those with
a + gave $10,000-$99,999
and those with a ! gave
$100,000 or more.
Cody Ackerman
Mike Alley
Russ & Betty Backus *
Black Hills Community Bank *
Black Hills Harley Davidson *
Margaret Bloom
Lonnie & Lori Braun *
John & Dorothy Brewick
Bruce Brugman *
Hugh & Nancy Boyle *
Roy Burr & Arlene Ham
David & Kathy Crabb
Anthony & Brenda Cleberg
Counts of the Cobblestone *
Dave Schmidt Insurance

Agency *
Dennis De Smet
Jim & Jane Doyle *
Miriam Dunmire *
Egon & Rita Dzintars *
Patricia Eisenbraun
Calvie Ellis
Don & Gerie Ericson
First American Title
Company of South Dakota *
Tim & Deb Frost *
Diana Glover
Granite Automotive GMC *
Great Western Tire *
Leslie & Dave Hagele
Wayne & Gwynn Hansen
Tom & Mary Helland *
Gene & Tony Hensley—RE/
MAX Results *
David & Kathy Hersrud
Doug & Marnie Herrmann *
David & Carla Hillard +
Dan Holsworth
Honda Riders Club of the
Black Hills *
Richard & Beverly Kahler
Steve & Marty Kalkman +
Royce King
Kiwanis Youth Service Fund
Mark & Lori Kline

Stephen Kovarik &
Virginia Frei *
Clifford & Kay Lambert
Patricia & Brett Lawlor
Cody Lere Photography
Bernita Loucks
Leon Martin +
McKie Ford Lincoln *
Mark & Kristol McKie *
Midwest Marketing *
Sam & Karen Mortimer *
Kent & Mary Mundon *
Carlyle Nelson
Nooney & Solay, LLP *
Northwestern Engineering
Company +
Laura Orville
David & Kathy Oulman
Johnson *
Aletha Parke
Pet Smart
Casey & Kathy Peterson *
Rapid City Morning Optimist *
RCS Construction +
Tom Rau - RE/MAX Results *
Gene & Ann Reiling *
Rice’s Rapid Motorsports *
Charles & Lois Rose
Sybil & Chuck Rounds
Jeff Saline +

Donna Shafranek *
Simpsons Printing *
South Dakota Community
Foundation +
Gwendolyn Stearns
Foundation *
Summer Food Program, SD
Department of Education +
Deb Tieszen *
Pat & Mary Tlustos +
Judy Vidal & Brent Cogswell
John T. Vucurevich
Foundation +
Whitesell Financial Group *

Foundation Donors
The Club for Boys
Foundation is grateful
for all gifts received. In
August through October
2020, the following
contributions were
received. Those with a *
gave $1000-$9999.
Bessie Gallagher Estate *
In Memory of June McKie
Frank & Norma Washburn
Estate *

Please support the Club for Boys with a gift now.
Please accept my gift of:

$25

$50

I wish to support:

Christmas Family Program

			

General Support for the Club

$175

$350

$500

Other: $

First and Last Name 													
Address 														
City 									 State 			

Zip Code 		

Phone 						 Email 									
I wish to make my gift by credit card:

Visa

Mastercard

Card Number 									 Expiration 			
Signature 									 Security Code 		

Rapid City Club for Boys
320 North 4th Street
Rapid City, SD 57701
Return Service Requested

CONNECT WITH US
ONLINE www.theclubforboys.org
CALL (605) 343-3500
VISIT 320 North 4th Street
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Thank you to our newsletter sponsor

MAKING CHRISTMAS A MAGICAL TIME
HOW FAMILIES STAY INVOVLED WITH
THE CLUB FOR DECADES
PICKING THE PERFECT TREE
...plus four items you can donate this season that will
help the boys to learn, play and grow.

Give on Tuesday, December 1

to the Club for Boys

The Club for Boys is once again participating in the annual South Dakota Day of
Giving, an all-hands-on-deck 24-hour blitz of generosity across the state. Please
consider making a gift to support our giving campaign on Tuesday, December 1
by returning the reply device on this newsletter, or by making a gift on Giving
Tuesday at www.clubforboys.org.

