
DESPITE THE PANDEMIC, 

the mission 
continues
YOU CAN CLOSE THE BUILDING, BUT YOU CAN’T 
TURN OFF THE RELATIONSHIPS. That’s the sentiment 
behind the work at the Club for Boys right now, where the global 
COVID-19 pandemic has forced the organization to keep staff working 
from home and the boys away from a place they love.

“But it won’t stop us from doing what we do best,” said Executive 
Director Doug Herrmann. “We’re really emphasizing the connection 
with these boys right now, and that is critical.”

The Club has utilized several tools to reach out to the boys, including 
communication through social media, phone calls, and emails. The 
Club has also set up an online gaming portal for members to battle 
each other and staff members. “We’re finding new ways to engage 
with the kids,” said Carri Redmond, program director.

Staff is also delivering baskets to the homes of some members, which 
includes food, games, and some educational tools. “We’re trying to 
help families stay sane and busy,” Redmond added.

In the first couple of weeks the building was closed to the boys, 
staff members took additional training, worked on projects, and 
participated in teambuilding exercises. “Members of our team were 
able to dig into projects that really needed to be done,” Redmond 
said. “Every person is participating in at least one online training from 
home and focusing on making those connections with our members.”
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“We’re 
emphasizing 
the connection 
with these boys 
right now, and 
that is critical.”
–DOUG HERRMANN 
Executive Director

The Club for Boys is committed to 
supporting our boys and their families 
during this time of need. Inside, 
we’ve got details on the ways your 
donations can make a big difference 
right now. Please give.



REELING in life lessons
SOMETIMES YOU CATCH FISH, AND SOMETIMES YOU DON’T. 

There’s a great life lesson in that, says Outdoor Program Director Maggie Young, and she’s hoping it’s 

one of many lessons the boys learn as they kick off a summer fly fishing program. “With fishing, if you 

don’t catch anything, you try different things, and you don’t give up,” Young said. “Some of the boys have 

stressors in their lives, and we try to help them be resilient—to not give up.”

The decision to offer fly fishing came on the heels of the Club’s most successful Hooked on Hardwater ice 

fishing event to date, which pairs ice fishing pros from around the country with Club members for a day 

of fishing. The event this year drew more fishers, included more boys, and raised more money than ever 

before. A record 76 boys participated, attendance at the banquet doubled, and the event raised more than 

$76,000 for the Club.

“When you have 76 boys show up at 6am on a 

Saturday morning not only to enjoy the activity but 

also seek out and treasure the quality one-on-one 

time with caring and strong adults in their lives, we 

don’t underestimate the power of that connection,” 

Executive Director Doug Herrmann said.

For eight-year-old Aiden Nequette, Hooked on 

Hardwater is a dream come true every year. “This 

year, I caught more fish than my pro,” Aiden said. 

“My pro this year meant the most.”

Aiden’s mother, Amber Davis, said the program 

has been something their family looks forward 

to each winter. “I am a single mom with two 

daughters and Aiden,” she said. “I love that Aiden 

gets to do this through the Club.”

His pro this year went the extra mile, she said, 

contacting her when he discovered Aiden’s 

gloves after returning home to Minnesota. “He reached out and mailed the gloves back along with a care 

package,” she said. “Aiden’s pro was amazing, and like a big brother.”

Herrmann said Hooked on Hardwater has helped solidify the Outdoor Program—spurred on by Young 

and her fresh perspective. “She’s focused on expanding to all kinds of outdoor activities, and she does a 

phenomenal job in building relationships with our boys,” he said.

Young said diversification in the Outdoor Program is crucial so the boys can discover what they love. “I want 

them to try new things,” she said. “The outdoors is really about lifelong learning and recreating and healing.”

“With fishing, you try different 
things. We try to help the boys 

be resilient—to not give up.” 
–MAGGIE YOUNG, Outdoor Program Director



Always striving to do BETTER
CARRI REDMOND’S HEAD IS SWIMMING with new ideas after returning to the Club for Boys 

from a Beyond School Hours Conference in Florida earlier this winter. “It is so good to be around people from 

other areas of the country who do the same work you do,” said Redmond. “Sometimes, we get stuck in our 

environment, and we can’t think outside the box.”

The Club typically sends two staff members to a national training each year as 

part of its mission to keep staff trained, up-to-date on programming, and offer 

opportunities to develop professionally. The trainings ensure staff members stay 

focused on teaching boys the Club’s core principles and allow for collaboration.

Attending conferences is an essential piece of that training. So, too, is hosting 

trainings at the Club, which allows for more personalized teaching and training for 

the entire staff. 

In Florida, Redmond attended workshops with acclaimed public school system educator and speaker Dr. Gale Gorke. 

“I was told she was amazing, and she was,” Redmond said. “Every single one of her workshops was just packed.”

There, Redmond gained a better understanding of the types of stressors children experience and how that relates 

to behavior. Gorke also provided hands-on training ideas for staff teambuilding. “We’re putting some of the ideas 

I learned together right now for some of our staff meetings,” she said. “These conferences are tools that empower 

us to get out of our comfort zones and expose the staff to new ideas. We can always do more and do better.” 

“These conferences 
empower us to get out 
of our comfort zones 
and expose the staff  

to new ideas.”  
–CARRI REDMOND,  

Program Director

BOY OF THE YEAR   
recognized for stepping up
THE FIRST-DAY JORDONN TAYLOR walked 

into the Club for Boys, he felt at home. “I just knew it 

was a place I could be,” said the 15-year-old who was 

named the 2019 Boy of the Year this spring

From that first introduction, Jordonn has been hooked, 

flexing his leadership skills, and serving as a consistent 

helper for staff and fellow members. He works the 

annual Christmas tree sale, referees during the Club’s 

sports leagues, spends time in the older boy’s room 

playing games, and takes advantage of the organization’s many outdoor opportunities like trips to the cabin.

Last summer, he participated in the Youth and Family Services Leadership Bootcamp. There, he worked 

alongside other youth to expand the Club’s gym hours and organize a mentorship program. It’s a quality he 

learned from his parents, Jordonn said. “My parents are my role models,” he said. “And, the staff at the Club 

are mentors too. They’re wise, and they’re cool too.”

Even with his involvement in so many areas and his heart of service, Jordonn said he was surprised to learn he 

was named Boy of the Year. “I was shocked,” he said. “I just thought someone else would get it.”

For him, the best thing about the Club for Boys is not the programming, but the people. “I think it’s about 

relationships,” he said. “I try to get to know everybody. I like being a role model.”

And helping out just comes naturally, he added. “I want to step up. I don’t want to just let things go.” 

Jordann (right) with last year’s winner, Jaxon Jung (left)



Building something good
THE REALITY OF A NEW SPACE inside the Club for Boys’ 

Erickson Building for middle and high school students hit home as 

some of the boys donned hard hats and toured the construction site. “It 

opened up a whole new world to them,” said Executive Director Doug 

Herrmann. “The crew gave them a tour, and were able to tell the boys 

about different trades and how to develop the skills for those trades.”

It was also a sneak peek into the progress of the Club’s three-pronged 

construction remodel that includes a renovated lobby area, the 

revamped Erickson Building, and a new outdoor sports court. Even with 

the onset of COVID-19, construction is on schedule, said RCAS Project 

Manager Josiah Scull. “We’re moving forward,” he said. “There are a few 

deliveries that could be affected, but it shouldn’t delay the project.”

Herrmann said the Erickson building 

will be completed by summer. The 

building will include a kitchen, washer 

and dryer, and individual showers. The 

expansion will give the boys more 

opportunity to do laundry and learn 

how to cook. The area will continue to include indoor games, a snack 

bar, and video games, and will house activities led by the Outdoor 

Program. “We need that area open for summer programming,” Herrmann 

said, when between 300 and 400 boys come and enjoy the facility.

Construction is also underway on the front lobby, which will provide 

security for the boys and additional storage. The foundation has been 

poured for a covered sports court nestled between the gymnasiums 

and the Erickson Building.

No one is anticipating the result more than the boys themselves, Scull 

said. “The boys were pretty excited on the tour to be able to look at 

the plans and then actually see walls going up. We’re proud to be part 

of creating something positive for them and our community.”

“This opens their 
eyes to a possible 
career someday.” 

–JOSIAH SCULL, Project Manager

WAYS YOU CAN 
HELP BOYS AT 
THE CLUB 
Your donations during the 

COVID-19 pandemic will support 

our emergency response efforts 

that support our members and 

their families, like: 

1. EVENING MEALS  

We are providing dinner for 

pickup or delivery two times per 

week to boys whose families have 

incomes at or below the poverty 

level. While children are receiving 

food support from the schools for 

breakfast and lunch, they need 

meals at dinner. We are currently 

serving nearly 300 children and 

more than 150 adults with seven 

dinners each week.

2. SOCIAL AND 
EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES  

To connect with the boys, we 

are providing online games and 

online instruction while boys 

are at home. With the evening 

meals, we’re sending home art 

projects and things like jump 

ropes or board games to help 

with boredom. Staff have also 

held a reverse-parade, dressing 

up in costumes and holding 

uplifting signs as boys and their 

families drive by in cars. 

3. ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
We offer some financial support 

to very low-income families 

throughout the year. Right now, 

we are giving gift cards for 

basic needs like food, diapers, 

and medical and cleaning 

supplies. Donations help us 

respond to the most pressing 

needs of vulnerable families in 

our community. We’re hoping to 

help at least 75 families.



Thank you to the people, businesses and organizations that gave gifts from January to March 2020 to the 

Club for Boys and the Club for Boys Foundation. 

Club for Boys Donors
The Club for Boys would 

like to thank everyone 

who donated gifts 

of time, money and 

inkind. The following 

people, businesses and 

organizations gave cash 

gifts of $250 or more.  

Those with a * gave 

$1,000-$9,999; those 

with a + gave $10,000-

$99,999 and those with a 

! gave $100,000 or more.  

Anonymous 

Auto Body Specialties

Black Hills Ammunition +

Black Hills Badges for 

Hope *

Black Hills Orthopedic & 

Spine Center *

David & Mary Boyer +

Lonnie & Lori Braun

Mary Carrier Memorial

June Clark Trust *

Jeremy Claymore

Coca Cola Bottling Co. 

High Country *

Complete Concrete, Inc. *

George & Nancy Dunham !

Egon & Rita Dzintars

Patty Eisenbraun

John Duff & Bettie 

Erickson

Amie Estes

Floyd’s Truck Center

Bob & Chris Gisness

Great Clips *

David & Barbara Gulk

Catherin & Jeffrey 

Halgerson

Wayne & Gwynn Hansen

Mark & Sharon Hasvold *

Christian & Jill Haugo *

Doug & Marnie Herrmann *

James & Loma Jennings

David & Wendi Johnson

Dick & Bev Kahler

Steve & Marty Kalkman *

Dean Kurtz Construction 

Jeff & Serenity Larson

MAC Construction *

Makiplastic, Inc.

Leon Martin +

Jim & Trina Miller *

Modern Woodmen of 

America *

North Middle School

Northwestern Mutual Life *

Jeff & Lanette Olson

Pfizer Foundation

Patty Ploof

Wilfred & Margaret 

Rasmussen Memorial 

Trust +

RCS Construction *

Gene & Ann Reiling *

Rice’s Rushmore 

Motorsports *

Mike Rodman

The Rooster

Jeff Saline *

Scheels All Sports

J. Scull Construction 

Service, Inc. *

Security First Bank *

SD Walleyes Unlimited *

SD Youth Hunting 

Adventure

Steve & Ellen Sylliaasen *

Shannon Thomas *

Thomas & Sons Moving 

Co. * 

Mary & Michael Trykoski *

The Walton Agency

Kurt & Suzie Whitesell *

Steve & Bonnie Yearous

Foundation Donors 
The Club for Boys 

Foundation is grateful 

for all gifts received. In 

January through March 

2020, the following 

contributions were 

received. Those with a 

* gave $1000-$9999; 

those with a + gave 

$10,000-$99,999 and 

those with a ! gave 

$100,000 or more.

In Memory of Lloyd 

Anschutz

Reuben Bareis *

In Memory of Mary Carrier *

In Memory of Marlene 

Knopf *

In Memory of Craig 

Steinman

West River Foundation *

YOUR GIFT changes the lives of our boys

Please support the Club for Boys with a gift now. 
Please accept my gift of:            $25              $50              $175               $350             $500               Other: $                   

I wish to support:             The Club’s COVID-19 Response    

      General Support for the Club 

First and Last Name                       

Address                        

City            State     Zip Code            

Phone        Email                  

       I wish to make my gift by credit card:          Visa          Mastercard 

          Card Number           Expiration             

          Signature           Security Code                    

If you are making a gift via credit card, please cut out this form and mail it in the enclosed envelope.  
If you are mailing a check payable to the “Club for Boys,” there’s no need for the form. Use the enclosed envelope.



Rapid City Club for Boys

320 North 4th Street

Rapid City, SD 57701

Return Service Requested

CONNECT WITH US
ONLINE www.theclubforboys.org

CALL (605) 343-3500

VISIT 320 North 4th Street

Thank you to our newsletter sponsor

COVID-19 update  
      from the Club for Boys

As of the printing of this spring newsletter, the Club for Boys will continue to 

be closed through May 31, with a target opening date of June 1 for summer 

programming. A final decision will be made mid-May.

The Club for Boys and Thrift Store did receive an SBA Paycheck Protection Plan loan 

to help us keep our staff supporting the boys in other ways during this difficult time. 

The Thrift Store did temporarily close in mid-April, allowing the staff to complete a 

major makeover of the sales floor as well as the addition of a new roof, which was 

damaged back in a 2018 hailstorm. The Thrift Store will begin accepting donations 

only on a limited basis, and will reopen as soon as we can safely do so. 

Dates and announcements continue to evolve. Please check our website and social 

media for the latest updates. 

LESSONS LEARNED FROM FISHING

AN UPDATE ON CONSTRUCTION OF  
THE NEW ERICKSON BUILDING

MEET OUR BOY OF THE YEAR
...plus ways that you can still help the boys at the Club 

during the COVID-19 pandemicIN
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