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“Truthfully, they 
are the reason I 
wake up in the 
morning. The 
boys impact 
every person 
here in such a 
positive way.”

–JANICE DIXON 
Staff Member

A job that’s MORE  
than a paycheck
JANICE DIXON CAN STILL RECALL the time a group of 

Club for Boys members surprised her on her birthday. “About 30 boys 

were waiting for me to get to work. They had a cake and balloons and 

streamers,” she said, laughing. “It was just so special.”

Special is exactly the way Dixon feels when she comes to the Club each 

day and the boys greet her with a hug—something she has done nearly 

every day for five years as a volunteer, and eventually as a staff member.

The effect the boys have on the staff is deep and meaningful. 

“Truthfully, they are the reason I wake up in the morning,” admitted 

Dixon. “The boys impact every person here in such a positive way.”

“I’m not sure who’s more excited when the boys enter the Club, our 

staff or the boys,” said Nick Lowry, the Club’s program supervisor. “The 

boys have an immediate effect on our staff. Personally, I can be in the 

worst mood, or having a terrible day, but when I see our boys walk in 

their presence washes away all negativity.”

The same kind of atmosphere continues at the Club for Boys Thrift 

Store, where the Junior Retailers Program allows the boys to learn 

job skills. Alicia Mills has worked at the store for a little over a year 

and is continually encouraged by the young men who participate in 

the program. She’s worked side-by-side with one Club member in 

particular who has demonstrated resilience and maturity; he’s even 

taken the time to share his life story with her. 

Mills said she grew up in an unhealthy home, and she connects with 

many of the stories of perseverance she hears. She knows that the 

importance of the Club and Thrift Store goes beyond offering activities 

and clothes. “Sometimes, we are the only safe place for these boys to 

go,” she said. “One of the boys has even told me how much the Club 

has changed his life for the better.”

Stories like these motivate Mills both personally and professionally. “To 

me, this isn’t just a job—the Club affects the entire community,” she 

said. “I see so many good qualities in these boys and that gives me 

hope for the future. They all possess a real capacity for leadership and 

I truly believe they can be anything they want to be in this life.”



Strengthening youth-officer  
ties for a BETTER FUTURE
A LITTLE BASKETBALL GOES A LONG WAY, when it comes to connecting with youth. That’s 

one of the reasons why the Rapid City Police Department has continued a longstanding partnership with the 

Club for Boys through programs like the Police Athletic League, which organizes sporting events so that youth 

and police officers can play together.

“This is important on many levels,” said Don Hedrick, Rapid City’s newly named police chief and a member of 

the Club for Boys’ board of directors. “So many of the boys at the Club haven’t been exposed to police officers 

in a positive way. Some kids, for example, have had family members get in trouble with the law,” Hedrick 

explained. “That’s why we need to build positive relationships between our youth and law enforcement.”

The Police Athletic League began after officers suggested 

organizing an activity for youth in downtown Rapid City during 

Summer Nights. “Officers wanted to positively engage kids who 

were causing mischief,” Hedrick said, “so, we started playing 

basketball with them.” The League is now a growing local nonprofit, 

which holds many of its sporting events at the Club as a way to 

deepen the partnership that was championed by the late Craig 

Tieszen, former state representative and Rapid City Police Chief.

“Craig really set the framework for the program and was 

instrumental to the relationship between the Club and police 

department,” Hedrick said. “He felt that if you could impact 

youth early on, and possibly take them off a path that might lead 

to poor decisions, you could fundamentally change their future 

for the better.”

Tieszen served on the Club’s board for 37 years and was passionate about its role in the community. “The 

original intent of the Club goes back to the idea of reducing juvenile delinquency, so there’s always been a 

connection with law enforcement,” said Doug Herrmann, executive director of the Club. “When Craig got 

involved, he truly solidified the importance of positive youth-officer relationships.”

Hedrick hopes to continue Tieszen’s legacy, and shares the belief that the entire community benefits from a 

positive relationship between the police department and the people it serves. “It’s a matter of trust,” he said. 

“It’s crucial that the community trusts those who serve them. Right now, nationwide, trust is very fragile and 

that’s why relationship building is so important.”

Hedrick makes it a point to encourage officers to visit the boys at the Club when they can. It’s something he 

finds time to do as well. “There’s no better feeling than going down to the Club in uniform and seeing the 

boys’ faces light up,” he said. “It might be the only interaction they’ve ever had with a police officer, and it’s 

important for them to see us in a positive light. I know that if we can connect with the boys, that interaction 

can alter their life for the better.

“It’s so crucial that the community  
trusts those who serve them. Right now, 

nationwide, trust is very fragile and that’s  
why relationship building is so important.”  

–DON HEDRICK, Police Chief, Rapid City Police Department 



Become a 
Sponsor
Not all of the boys who head 

to the lake this year will be 

prepared with warm clothing, 

which is why donations to the 

Hooked on Hardwater event are 

especially important for keeping 

boys warm all year long.

The Club is seeking $100 

sponsors for the event this 

year, which will cover warm 

clothes and boots for the boys. 

“If any of the boys come to the 

event, or to the Club, without 

warm clothes, we’ll be able to 

give them the right gear to 

take home,” McDonnell said. 

“These particular donations 

continue to help the boys long 

after the event.”

To donate, sponsor a boy, 

or purchase tickets to the 

banquet, please visit our 

website, call the Club at  

605-343-3500, or email  

chantelm@thclubforboys.org.

Fishing for 
the future
THE HOOKED ON HARDWATER ANNUAL EVENT

THE WAY SHANNON THOMAS SEES IT, kids don’t stay 

kids for very long, which is why the Club for Boys’ annual fishing day 

‘Hooked on Hardwater’ should be invested in—and celebrated.

“If we can keep kids engaged in healthy activities, and get them outside, 

it makes a difference,” said Thomas, owner of Thomas & Sons Moving 

Company and one of the major sponsors of the annual Hooked on 

Hardwater event. “Hunting and fishing are things that can be passed on 

to the next generation, and here in South Dakota, that’s who we are.”

This year’s 8th annual Hooked on Hardwater event will once again draw 

60 professional ice fishermen from all over the United States to mentor 

a group of boys from the Club. The boys will meet their mentor the night 

before the event, and then spend the next day fishing together. The day 

will end with a buffet-style dinner, live and silent auction, games, and raffles.

This year’s banquet will be held on Saturday, February 27 at 5pm at 

the Central States Fairground Event Center, which can hold up to 

3,000 people. “We want to be cautious because of the pandemic, and 

this facility has plenty of space for people to spread out,” said Chantel 

McDonnell, director of development, who is overseeing the event.

Tickets can be purchased at multiple locations including  

at the Club for Boys, on the Club for Boys’ website, the Club 

for Boys Thrift Store, and at The Rooster, Rapid City’s live 

bait, hunting and fishing equipment supply store. Pricing is 

$25 per person, or $200 for a table of eight. The banquet’s 

live auction will include several high-value items, including 

a trophy mule deer hunt, an Alabama pig hunt, and a 

commemorative rifle. Community members are encouraged 

to follow the Club for Boys Hooked on Hardwater’s 

Facebook page for ongoing updates about auction items.

Thomas added that he works hard to support the event 

each year because of its importance to the community. “I 

have five boys and all of them went to the Club,” he said. 

“I used to volunteer there, and I’d often play Four Square 

with the boys. Those kids are so special to me.”

“This is something that’s so special for them,” Thomas 

admitted. “They get to learn from a professional how to 

catch, clean, and cook fish. Sometimes they cry when the 

day comes to an end, because to them, it’s about so much 

more than fishing.”



COVID-19 REQUIRED the Club for Boys to 

adjust to more than just a learning curve—it called for 

staff to entirely rethink how best to serve hundreds of 

boys and their families who rely on the Club’s services. 

“We’ve really come a long way,” said Executive Director Doug Herrmann, who has seen firsthand the 

pandemic’s impact on the Club’s activities since the initial shutdown in March. Derailing regular programming, 

the shutdown caused logistical hurdles that required ongoing dedication of both staff and donors, all who 

played a vital role in allowing the Club to continue with their mission.

“We wouldn’t be able to do what we do, particularly during this pandemic, without our staff,” said Program 

Director Carri Redmond. “They dug in and continued their work because they are so incredibly passionate 

about being here for these boys.”

Herrmann noted there were some services that simply couldn’t close down for the boys and their families—and 

food was one of them. “We got really good really quickly at several things, including how we serve food,” he 

said. Many of the boys rely on the Club’s nutrition program, which serves more than 80,000 meals and snacks 

a year. “We shifted the way we did that, and as a result were still able to serve thousands of meals.”

Part of that shift meant broadening The Club for Boys’ program to include feeding an entire family that was 

quarantined, for example, or stationed at home for remote schooling. The Club also allowed families to either 

drop by the facility to pick up food, or have staff and volunteers safely deliver meals to their homes. “There 

was also tremendous collaboration among organizations led by Feeding South Dakota,” Herrmann said. “They 

really rose to the occasion and made sure people continued to get fed regardless of the circumstances.”

Reworking the nutrition program wasn’t the only area of learning for the Club. Adapting to new and creative 

ways of staying connected with the boys was also a challenge. However, staff rose to that challenge by driving 

to some of the homes of Club members, just to make them feel like they weren’t alone. “We started an activity 

called Curbside Chats, where we would stop by their homes, stay socially-distanced, but still be able to talk to 

the boys and maintain that relationship,” Herrmann said. 

On July 6, the Club reopened in adherence with the Centers for Disease Control’s cleaning and activity 

protocols so that everyone stayed safe. Today, about half of the boys are visiting the Club, and Herrmann is 

hopeful that full programming will resume by summertime. The Club has also committed to staying open to 

serve the boys, regardless of whether the district closes down its schools. “We will continue to remain open 

and adjust our hours as needed,” Redmond said. “Our rule has been that if we can do things safely, we will.” 

5 wishes
We are able to do more at the Club for 

Boys with the support of people like you. In 

addition to your financial support of our work, 

which keeps our dues at just $12 per year per 

boy, we would appreciate donations of the 

following items, which will go toward support 

shop projects the boys participate in.

If you can help, please call Mark Kline at (605) 

343-3500. Thank you for your support.

Just visit theclubforboys.org/wish-list/ 

and you’ll be directed to our wish list on 

Amazon. Items currently on our list include: 

1. 10 8OZ KID-SIZED HAMMERS. 

2. 1 COMPLETE WRENCH SET.

3. 3 DREMMELS.

4. PINE WOOD. 

5. FLY FISHING ROD WEIGHTS.

Keeping 
connection 
alive—and 
families fed

“Our staff are so incredibly passionate 
about being there for these boys.”  

–CARRI REDMOND, Program Director



Thank you to the people, businesses and organizations that gave gifts from November 2020 to January 

2021 to the Club for Boys and the Club for Boys Foundation. 

Club for Boys Donors
The Club for Boys would 
like to thank everyone who 
donated gifts of time, money 
and inkind. The following 
people, businesses and 
organizations gave cash 
gifts of $250 or more. Those 
with a * gave $1,000-$9,999; 
those with a + gave $10,000-
$99,999 and those with a ! 
gave $100,000 or more.  

Victoria Adams
Lee & Shelley Ahrlin + 
Blake Alberts *
Ka & Diane Alberts *
Robert & Judy Allen
Dick & Mavis Anderson *
Robert & Judy Antior 
The Attic West II
Automated Maintenance Systems
Vera Kowal & Dale Bachwich 
Russ & Betty Backus *
James Bailey *
Calvin & Kathy Baker
BankWest, Inc.
Dawn & Brad Bargmann
Larry Beezley
Beckie & Rick Belsaas *
Jennie Benson
Phyllis Bergeron
Steve & Gail Bernard
Tim & Bonnie Bjork
Black Hills Ammunition +
Black Hills Area Community 
Foundation, Circle of Giving *

Black Hills Blend *
Black Hills Community Bank *
Black Hills Federal Credit Union
Black Hills Fly Fishers *
Black Hills Roofing 
David and Patty Booze
Lonnie & Lori Braun *
Hugh & Carol Brechtel *
Greg & Marie Brewer
Rebecca & Joel Brink
Robert & Barbara Britt
Gary & Gloria Brown *
Cathy & Bart Casteel
Nancy Christensen *
June Clark Endowment / Oahe 
Foundation *

Tony & Brenda Cleberg
Renee & Ramon Coldwell, Jr. 
Coca Cola Bottling Company High 
Country *

Lee & Dianne Conner
Amber & Jake Cornella
Dave & Kathy Crabb 
Kathy Creager
CTC Engineering & Design
Edith & Larry Cvancara *
Ronald & Melody Dahlinger
Dennis De Smet *
Dean Kurtz Construction
William & Cheryl Deichert
Jeff Devine
James & Amy Donohue
Jane & Jim Doyle
George Dunham !

Miriam Dunmire *
Eon & Rita Dzintars *
John Duff & Bettie Erickson
Gerie Ericson
Amie Estes 
Patricia Fallbeck & Tom Timmons *
First Interstate Bank *
First United Methodist Church
First Western Federal Savings 
Bank *

Randal & Rebecca Fisher *
Donna Foss 
Stuart & Joanna Fromm *
Jeff & Karla Fullerton *
Sara Gentry
Robert & Mary Jane Giacometto
Ken & Linda Gibbons *
Nancy & De Glassgow
Jeff & Holly Godber
Great Clips
Jason & Elizabeth Groves
Don & Brenda Habbe *
Arlene Ham & Roy Burr *
Gary & Patricia Hamilton
Brad & Jennifer Hammerbeck *
Matthew & Amber Hammon
Pat & Art Handel, Jr. *
Michael R. Hansen
Wayne & Gwynn Hansen *
Mark & Sharon Hasvold *
Roger & Christy Heacock 
Heavy Constructors, Inc.
Julie and K. John Heilman, III
Rob & Marsha Hengen
Steve & Ann Hengen 
Doug & Marnie Herrmann *
Joseph & Bonnie Hilt *
Charlotte Hines
John & Traci Holter
Jenner Equipment
Loma & James Jennings
Gary & Joyce Johnson *
Steve & Marty Kalkman +
Jake Kammerer
David Springhetti & Maurita 
Kaufman

Royce King *
Jim & Laverne Klinefelter +
Knollwood Heights United 
Methodist Church

Roger & Janice Knutsen *
Doug & Suzanne Koppman
Carroll & Dennyce Korb
Thomas & Mollie O Krafka
Perry & Gaylene Kudrna
Jim Leach 
Cliff & Kay Lambert *
Jim & Patty Lampy
Dave & Lori Litzen
Larson Family Foundation +
Jeff & Serenity Larson
Dick & Karen Latuchie
Learning Solutions, Inc.
Richard Lindenmeyer
Penny & Robert Lore, Sr.
Doug & Jan Lowe 
Loyal Order of the Moose #1137
David & Rebecca Lust
Joseph & Winona Lytle
MAC Construction *
Madsen Construction
Kevin Malon
Makiplastic, Inc.

The Man Salon
Judith Biegler Matt & Cliff Matt
Stephen & Liz McCarthy *
McDonald’s *
Jan McDonnel *
Ryan & Kristi McFarland *
Donna Hisek-McGlade & Thomas 
McGlade

Michael & Lori McGuire 
Kris & Lonnie McKittrick *
Medica Foundation *
Midcontinent Foundation *
Midwest Angler Podcast
Bonnie & Richard Miller 
Montana Dakota Utilities
Monument Health Home Plus *
Robert & Deborah Mudge !
Dean Muehlberg
Jack and Chris Muller
Carlyle Nelson 
Virginia Nelson
Dayton & Esther Newbrough
Mrs. Gregg Nielson *
Kimberly & John Nooney *
Northwestern Mutual *
Ed O’Leary
Outback Steakhouse
Mary Lou Paulson
Casey & Kathy Peterson *
Noelle & James Phillips
Patty Ploof
Mary Kelley & Curt Pochardt
Kevin & Kathy Randall *
Rapid City Police Department 
Community First Fund

Jeanne Cowan & Kent Rasmussen +
W.M. & Margaret Rasmussen Trust +
Janet Rathbun
Julie Todd Raymond & Louis 
Raymond

Hillard Wealth Solutions Group – 
RBC Wealth Management*

RCS Construction *
Gene & Ann Reiling
Cory & Judi Reynolds
Doug & Jane Rogers *
Cheryl Rose
Chuck & Sybil Rounds
Rushmore / Noon Optimist 
Ozzie & Bev Osheim
Mark Papousek
Don & Amy Policky
Jeff Saline *
Sands Foundation *
Sanford Health +
Charles Scanlon
Scheels *
Jim & Sally Scherrer *
Teri Schmidt 
Gordon Scofield
Scull Construction Services *
Kris Sears
Security First Bank *
Edward & Peg Seljeskog *
A.J. Silva
Jack & Constance Simpson
Burton & Jacqueline Sly 
Alan Snorteland
Karen Soderquist
Cherie Soesbe
Lloyd & Janet Sohl *
Soldiers for Jesus *
South Dakota Community 

Foundation *
South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited *
South Dakota Youth Hunting 
Adventures *

Strider Sports
Summer Food Program, S.D. Dept 
of Education +

Mike & Bonnie Tennyson *
Pat Teuber
Kyle Thill
Thomas and Sons Moving 
Company *

Deb Tieszen
Pat & Mary Tlustos +
Dick & Marlene Tobias
Frances & Kathy Toscana
Quality Transmission
Clay & Cheryl Trulson *
Craig & Joan Uhre
Rhonda VanPatten
Nobel & Marguerite Veal
Thomas Vlieger
John T. Vucurevich Foundation !
Joe, Jayne, & Carter Waggoner
Robert & Jo Anna Warder *
Bill & Cindy Wellman 
Western Dakota Insurors 
Terri & Larry Wetsch
Stuart & Michelle Wevik *
Patricia Wheaton
Nora White Eagle *
Whitesell Financial Group *
Fred Whiting
Whiting, Hagg, Hagg, Dorsey & 
Hagg *

Micah and Courtney Williams *
Roger & Diane Wilson
Kevin Wolfe *
Phil & Carolie Zacher
Amie & Doug Zaug
Bill & Paula Zavitz

Foundation Donors 
The Club for Boys Foundation 
is grateful for all gifts 
received. In November 2020 
through January 2021, the 
following contributions were 
received.  Those with a * gave 
$1000-$9999.

In Memory of Dr. David Boyer, Jr. +
Kent & Peggy Brugger *
In Memory of Wayne Carroll
Rod & Janna Cowling *
Maurice Crow +
Earl & Loretta Davis Family 
Foundation *

In Memory of William Donovan
In Memory of Gary Engel
Karol Foust
In Memory of Audrey Ham
In Memory of Marlene Knopf
Rob Levy *
Mary Morse & Jim McBride *
In Memory of Willard & Millie Van 
Vickle

Frank & Norma Washburn Trust *

YOUR GIFT changes the lives of our boys



Rapid City Club for Boys

320 North 4th Street

Rapid City, SD 57701

Return Service Requested

CONNECT WITH US
ONLINE www.theclubforboys.org

CALL (605) 343-3500

VISIT 320 North 4th Street

Thank you to our newsletter sponsor

SAVE THE DATE   
Hooked on Hardwater Annual Event

The 8th annual Hooked on Hardwater will go on as planned this year on Saturday, 

February 27, with the banquet being held at 5pm at the Central States Fairground 

Event Center. Pricing is $25 per person, or $200 for a table of eight. To purchase 

tickets or sponsor a boy, visit www.theclubforboys.org, call 605-343-3500, or 

email chantelm@theclubforboys.org.

The Club for Boys Thrift Store has new 
donation hours: 

Monday-Friday: 9am-1pm 

We are grateful for your gently-used items, which help 

support our mission at the Club for Boys. N
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