
Hooked on Hardwater 
RETURNS FOR ANOTHER YEAR 
IT IS ONE OF CRAIG OYLER’S FAVORITE SCENES—
watching nearly 70 young boys and 60 professional ice fishermen 
scattered across the frozen crust of Deerfield Lake, drilling hole after hole, 
and plucking fish after fish from the cold water. “It is so exciting,” said 
Oyler, who organizes the annual Hooked on Hardwater event each year, 
which pairs pros from around the country with Club for Boys members. 

The boys meet the pros ahead of time, then spend the day fishing 
together. The day is capped off by a fundraising banquet with all 
proceeds supporting outdoor programming at the Club. This year’s 
February 22 event will be the largest to date, with pros from 14 states and 
Canada participating, and the Club raffling off an ATV at the banquet.

Sixteen-year-old Club for Boys Member Jerry Gauthier has participated 
twice in this event and is looking to top his fishing record this year. “I want 
to beat my old score of catching and releasing 89 fish in one day,” he said.

He will always remember his first catch, a memory he shared at his first 
Hardwater event. “I was just breathless,” he said, laughing. “I couldn’t 
speak. I just reeled and reeled and reeled until it came in.”

Gauthier doesn’t know what he enjoys more about the day, catching a 
ton of fish, or hanging out with the pros. “They are so awesome,” he said. 

“They’re funny, and they like to give advice.”

Oyler said his father, former Executive Director Dave Oyler, played a big 
part in his desire to volunteer each year. “A lot of these kids don’t have 
that opportunity to get outside and do something like this,” he said. “Even 
if it’s just one day, it’s showing them something they can spend the rest of 
their life doing.”

Members of the community can participate in the banquet, or support the 
event by sponsoring a boy for $100. The money helps pay for supplies 
during the day of fishing and provides boots and warm clothes for the 
boys. “The first year, so many boys showed up in tennis shoes, no gloves, 
and no hooded coats,” Oyler said. “And so, we wanted to make sure they 
were prepared for the elements. If, at the end of the day, they don’t have 
those items at home, they can take them with them,” he said.

He added that he looks forward to organizing the event each year, and is 
amazed at the number of professional fishermen who wait in line to come. 

“I walk through the Club sometimes, and the boys come up and ask me 
when Hooked on Hardwater is happening, and I love that,” he said. “We 
just want to get as many boys as possible out there.”

THE BUGLE

Hooked on Hardwater 
Banquet and Auction
February 22 at 5pm

Central State Fairgrounds  
Fine Arts Building
$25 (includes social, dinner, 
and auction)

Raffle tickets for a 2019 Honda 
Pioneer 500 ATV—or a $9,000 
cash prize—are available for 
$10 each or 12 for $100.  
The drawing will be held during 
the banquet.

TO PURCHASE TICKETS TO 
THE EVENT OR RAFFLE, call 
(605) 343-3500 or visit
theclubforboys.org

SPRING 2020  /   Thank you for supporting the Club



$12
Price a boy is 
charged for 
membership

$1,442
Actual cost for 
a boy per year 

It costs roughly  
$2 million to provide 
the services we give 
to hundreds of boys. 
In FY19, 85 PERCENT of our funding 
came directly from the community. 
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1,322
Number of boys 

participating in FY19

355
Average number of boys each 

day during the summer

226
Average number of boys each 

day during the school year

22%
Grant Revenue16% Thrift Store Proceeds

9% Special Events

6% Club for Boys 
Foundation

4% United Way

2% Miscellaneous Income

40%
Direct Gifts 

& Capital 
Campaign

69,108
Number of meals 
and snacks served

35%
of boys live at or below the 

federal poverty line 

8%
of boys were homeless at 
one point during the year 

13%
of boys had a parent or 

close family member 
incarcerated during the year

THANKS TO EVERYONE who helped make FY19  
(June 2018–May 2019) a successful year at the Club.

Here are some of the stats that made it great!

Club for Boys Revenue Fiscal Year 2019



RAPID CITY 
comes through for the boys
THE COMMUNITY’S MESSAGE to the Club for Boys came 

through loud and clear as the organization recently wrapped up a 

successful capital campaign. “They said they recognize our value, and 

were willing to step up to support our mission,” said Club for Boys 

Executive Director Doug Herrmann. “The donations came in all sizes, from 

all over the community. It is hard to put into words how grateful we are.”

The Club kicked off the $2 million capital campaign a little more than a 

year ago, aimed at improving three significant areas of the organization. 

The Club surpassed its initial goal, raising $2.03 million. The funding will 

pay for a remodel of the Club’s main building lobby, allowing for greater 

security and more space for parents to pick up their sons. The Club will 

also build a new multi-sport and covered parking area for the Club’s 

bus fleet. The Erickson Building will undergo a remodel, allowing for the 

Club to focus more programming on middle and high school students. 

The renovation to the Erickson building has started, and the lobby 

renovation will begin in April.

The campaign also supported the establishment of a health insurance fund and retirement program for 

employees. Board Member Mark Hasvold said the campaign was important because it emphasized two crucial 

aspects of the Club: improving and maintaining quality programming, and improving safety. The community has 

been so supportive over the years, including monetary donations, volunteerism, and shopping at the Club for 

Boys Thrift Store, and the capital campaign went above and beyond those areas of crucial support.

Herrman noted the campaign kicked off with an award of $810,000 from the City of Rapid City’s Vision Fund and 

was further assisted with a $400,000 boost from the John T. Vucurevich Foundation. The campaign wrapped up 

with donations from every corner of the community. “It’s remarkable,” he added. “At this point last year, we had 

zero. We are humbled and honored, and we intend to make good use of every penny donated.”

Please support the Club for Boys with a gift now.
I wish to make a gift of:            

        $30              $50              $100              $500              $1000            Other           

First and Last Name                       

Address                        

City            State     Zip Code            

Phone        Email                  

       I wish to make my gift by credit card:          Visa          Mastercard 

          Card Number           Expiration             

          Signature           Security Code                    

If you are making a gift via credit card, please cut out this form and mail it in the enclosed envelope.  
If you are mailing a check payable to the “Club for Boys,” there’s no need for the form. Use the enclosed envelope.

“We want everything  
fully operational by 
summer because we 
have so many kids 

coming during  
that time.” 

–DOUG HERRMANN,  
Executive Director



BOYS ARE DISCOVERING MORE THAN BOOKS at the Club for Boys 

library, like super-cool robots and state-of-the-art 3-D prints.

“Of course, we love books—the boys are surrounded by them in our library. We 

get new books every month, and we’re getting the books the boys want to read,” 

said Education Director Stephen Tafoya. “They get so excited and can’t believe we 

actually have the ones they want.”

The library is a central piece of the educational program the Club hopes to deepen 

and expand this spring. “We have kind of shifted the way we do things,” said Tafoya, 

who came to the Club from the Rapid City Public Library in 2018, where he worked 

in the Makerspace. Before that, he was a literacy consultant.  

“We wanted to transform the atmosphere to create a space for the 
boys to, well, create.”

The boys participate in a global writing initiative, create their own newsletter, and 

take advantage of new iMac and Chrome books. Reading and homework are very 

much a central tenet, but Tafoya wants the boys to have the tools to discover new 

talents, investigate careers, and ask questions. “We want them to come to the Club 

with their own ideas, and we give them whatever tool they need to bring that idea 

to life,” he said.

The Club for Boys isn’t resting on the success of the education program. In the year 

ahead, the Club hopes to hire a professional evaluator to make recommendations 

on how it can continue to enhance the experience for boys. The cost of the 

evaluation should be around $5,000. The Club hopes to raise that money from 

donors this spring.

“We’re deeply committed to growing our program so that the boys receive the very 

best education while within our walls,” said Doug Herrmann, executive director. “By 

having an evaluator come in, we’ll be able to not only find ways to improve but also 

discover ways to align with the education the boys are receiving through Rapid 

City’s school system.”

The goal, Tafoya added, is to develop a closed-loop among teachers, parents, and 

the Club, so students who need extra help can find it at the Club. “We want the 

boys to be successful learners,” he said. “We can build on the education they are 

receiving during school hours.”

Tafoya said he is already seeing the fruits of their labor because the boys flock to 

the library sometimes now more than the gym. “They come in excited, and that is 

motivating,” he said.

SUPPORT THE EDUCATION PROGRAM  

If you’d like more information about the educational evaluation or to donate 

towards the cost, call Sara Gentry at (605) 593-0242.

4  W I S H E S
We are able to do more 

at the Club for Boys with 

the support of people 

like you. In addition to 

your financial support of 

our work, which keeps 

our dues at just $12 per 

year per boy, we would 

appreciate donations of 

the following items. 

If you can help, please call 

Mark Kline at (605) 343-

3500. Thank you for your 

support.

1. SEWING 
MACHINE to teach 

boys how to stitch a 

patch or sew a button 

in our arts and crafts 

program. 

2. WADERS for kids so 

they stay dry during 

fly fishing excursions 

during the summer.

3. PEDOMETERS for 

our walking club that 

will start up again 

once temperatures 

warm up.

4. NEW WHISTLES 
for our referees to use 

during the upcoming 

basketball season.

The Club for Boys Thrift 

Store at 960 Cambell 

Street also welcomes 

gently used items to sell. 

All proceeds benefit the 

Club for Boys. 

 Discovering the world 
THROUGH BOOKS AND MUCH MORE



Thank you to the people, businesses and organizations that gave gifts in November and December 2019 to the 

Club for Boys and the Club for Boys Foundation.

Club for Boys Donors
The Club for Boys would like to 
thank everyone who donated 
gifts of time, money and 
inkind. The following people, 
businesses and organizations 
gave cash gifts of $250 or more.  
Those with a * gave $1,000-
$9,999; those with a + gave 
$10,000-$99,999 and those 

with a ! gave $100,000 or more. 

Rodney & Shirley Abelseth*

Cody Ackerman*

In Memory of John Ackerman

Victoria Adams*

Blake Alberts*

Ka and Diane Alberts

Robert & Judy Allen

Mike Alley

American Engineering Testing, Inc.

American Postal Workers Union, 

Local 760

Dick & Mavis Anderson*

Russ & Betty Backus*

James Bailey*

BankWest

Lawrence Beezley

Rebecca Belsaas*

Steve & Gail Bernard

Tim & Bonnie Bjork*

Linda & Joel Black

Black Hills Ammunition*

Black Hills Exteriors*

Black Hills Federal Credit Union

Black Hills Roofing

James & Margaret Bloom

David & Patty Booze

David & Mary Boyer*

Lonnie & Lori Braun

Rebecca & Joel Brink

Bob & Kathie Buchanan

Jim & Monica Burgess

Arlene Ham Burr & Roy Burr*

Nancy Christensen*

Tony & Brenda Cleberg

Steve & Timur Coldwell*

Renee & Ramon Coldwell, II

James & Christine Coleman

Dianne & Lee Conner

Amber & Jake Cornella

CTC Engineering & Design Co.

Larry & Edith Cvancara

Ronald & Melody Dahlinger

William & Cheryl Deichert

Larry & Sandy Dempsey

Dennis De Smet+

In Memory of Charlie Desmond

Jeff Devine*

James & Amy Donohue

William Donovan

Jane and Jim Doyle+

Egon & Rita Dzintars*

Patricia Eisenbraun

David & Deanna Emery

Don & Gerie Ericson

Amie Estes

Doug & Justine Estes

Dean & Charlyne Everson

Patricia Fallbeck & Tom Timmons*

First Interstate BancSystem 

Foundation*

Randy & Becky Fisher*

Donna Foss

Stuart & Joanna Fromm*

Tim & Deb Frost*

Jeff & Karla Fullerton*

Robert & Mary Jane Giacometto

Ken & Linda Gibbons

Jeffrey & Holly Godber*

Michael & Marnie Gould

Great Western Tire*

W. Jason & Elizabeth Groves

Brenda & Donald Habbe*

Patricia & Arthur Handel, Jr.*

V. Wayne & Gwynn Hansen*

Michael R. Hansen

Charles & Kathryn Hart*

Jennifer Hasvold & Carson Phillips

Mark & Sharon Hasvold

Julie & John Heilman, III

Rob & Marsha Hengen*

David & Carla Hillard*

Sheila & Joe Hillberry

Joe & Bonnie Hilt*

Charlotte Hines

John & Traci Holter

Jenner Equipment Co.

Roger Johnsen+

Dean & Delia Johnson

Gary & Joyce Johnson

Jake Kammerer

Maurita Kaufman & David 

Springhetti

Royce King

Jim & Laverne Klinefelter+

Roger & Janice Knutson*

Vera Kowal & Dale Bachwich

Tom & Mollieo Krafka

Perry & Gaylene Kudrna

Mark & Gay LaFleur

Jim & Patty Lampy

Constance Nelson Lane & David 

Cameron

Dick & Karen Latuchie

Jim Leach & Ann Trucano

Luke & Jenny Lester*

Richard Lindenmeyer*

Greg & Andi Litton

Dave & Lori Litzen

Lynn, Jackson, Shultz & Lebrun, PC

Joseph & Winona Lytle

McDonald’s*

Jan McDonnel*

Donna Hisek-McGlade & Thomas 

McGlade

Michael & Lori McGuire

Denny & Kim McKay

Kris & Lonnie McKittrick*

Thomas Main+

Catherine Mattson & Bartley 

Casteel

Jim & Trina Miller

Richard & Bonnie Miller

Dallas & Eloise Moon

Robert & Deborah Mudge!

Dean Muehlberg

Jack & Chris Muller

Kent & Cathy Mundon*

Virginia Nelson

Carlyle Nelson

Dayton & Esther Newbrough

Mrs. Gregg Nielson

Janize Nissen

John & Kimberly Nooney

Ed & Jane O’Leary

Ozzie & Bev Osheim

Aletha Parke

Mary Lou Paulson

Don & Joan Perdue*

Casey & Kathy Peterson*

James & Noelle Phillips

Quality Transmission, Inc.

Debbie & Greg Radley

Kevin & Kathy Randall*

Donald & Marjorie Range

Rapid City Noon & Rushmore 

Optimist Club

Rapid City Police Dept. 

Community First Fund

Kent Rasmussen & Jeanne 

Cowan*

Janet Rathbun

Julie Todd Raymond & Louis 

Raymond

RCS Construction

James Reaser

Gene & Ann Reiling

Joyce Riddle*

Doug & Jane Rogers*

Cheryl Rose

Lois Rossum

Chuck & Sybil Rounds

Jeff Saline*

Sanford Health+

Charles Scanlon

Scheels All Sports*

Scott & Jean Scherer

Jim & Sally Scherrer*

Rand & Karen Schleusener*

Chris & Marilyn Schmid

Gordon Scofield

J. Scull Construction Service, Inc.

Kris Sears

Ed & Peg Seljeskog*

Donna Shafranek*

A.J. Silva

Jack & Connie Simpson

Burton & Jacqueline Sly

Lloyd & Janet Sohl*

Tessa & Wesley Sufficool, Jr.

Mike & Bonnie Tennyson*

Pat Teuber

Thomas & Sons Moving Co.*

Deb Tieszen*

Pat & Mary Tlustos*

Clay & Cheryl Trulson*

Craig & Joan Uhre

Patricia Nohr Van Patten

Rhonda Van Patten

Nobel & Marguerite Veal

Judy Vidal & Brent Cogswell

Thomas Vlieger

John T. Vucurevich Foundation!

Bill & Cindy Wellman

Terri Silver Wetsch & Larry 

Wetsch

Stuart & Michelle Wevik

Whiting, Hagg, Hagg, Dorsey & 

Hagg, LLP*

David & Sheila Whitney

Wright Vision Center & Slingsby-

Huot Eye Care

Phil & Carolie Zacher

Doug & Amie Zaug

William & Paula Zavitz

Steve Zellmer & Kitty Kinsman*

Foundation Donors 
The Club for Boys Foundation is 
grateful for all gifts received. In 
November and December 2019, 
the following contributions 
were received. Those with a * 
gave $1000-$9999; those with 
a + gave $10,000-$99,999 and 
those with a ! gave $100,000 

or more.

Kent & Peggy Brugger*

In Memory of Morris Burch 

In Memory of Bailey Cleland*

Earl & Loretta Davis Family 

Foundation*

Rod & Janna Cowling*

Bessie Gallagher Trust!

In Memory of Marlene Knopf*

Rob Levy*

Mary Morse & Jim McBride*

Frank & Norma Washburn Trust!

THANK YOU for changing the lives of our boys



Rapid City Club for Boys

320 North 4th Street

Rapid City, SD 57701

Return Service Requested

CONNECT WITH US
ONLINE www.theclubforboys.org

CALL (605) 343-3500

VISIT 320 North 4th Street

Thank you to our newsletter sponsor

COMING UP 
            at the Club for Boys
FEBRUARY
February 17 / Club open  

(7:30am–5:30pm)

February 22 / Hooked on Hardwater

February 24 / Club closed for  

Honor Boy Banquet (invite only)

February 27-28 / Club open  

(7:30am–5:30pm)

MARCH
March 2 / Club closed (in-service)

March 27 / Family Night (5:30pm–8pm)

March 30 / Club closed (in-service)

APRIL
April 6-9 / Club open  

(7:30am–5:30pm)

April 13 / Club open (7:30am–5:30pm) 

April 19 / Club open (7:30am–1pm 

Family Easter Event (10:30am–1pm, 

current members only)

MAY
May 4 / Club closed (in-service)

May 20 / Last day of school-year 

programming

HOOKED ON HARDWATER 2020

THE IMPACT OF YOUR GIFTS

ALIGNING THE BOYS EDUCATION WITH 
THE RAPID CITY EDUCATION SYSTEM
...plus find out how much the community donated  

to support our capital campaignIN
 T
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