
THE BUGLE

Just a little bit of generosity goes a long way. It’s at the heart 
of this year’s holiday giving season, kicked off on November 27 
with South Dakota Gives. The Club for Boys is participating in 
South Dakota’s first-ever statewide Day of Giving.

“We’re excited to join this movement of philanthropy across the 
state,” said Chantel McDonnell, director of special programs. 
“There are so many opportunities at the Club every single day to 
give of time, talent and treasure. A little bit goes a long way with 
our organization.”

South Dakota Day of Giving is a 24-hour blitz of giving where 
nonprofits raise as much money as they can, and are eligible 
for cash prizes to support their organizations. Chantel said the 
Club will participate by posting videos, pictures and program 
information on the Club’s Facebook page throughout the day. All 
donations given will directly support the Club. 

The Club’s goal is to secure 200 $12 donations to provide annual 
membership scholarships for 200 boys. An annual membership, 
including meals, programming, activities and transportation is 
worth more than $1,000, said Assistant Executive Director Mark 
Kline. “But keeping the membership fee affordable is a way to 

keep the Club accessible for every boy,” Mark said, “and that’s 
really only possible because of a generous community.” 

Almost 1,250 boys were members of the Club last year, with 
nearly 275 boys coming to the Club each day. That number 
peaked in June when the Club averaged 402 boys a day. 

“We truly care for every single boy,” Chantel said. “We’re a safe 
place and we have staff that make sure the boys are engaged 
with great programming.”

Following South Dakota Day of Giving, the Club will continue to 
feature projects, specific rooms and programming on Facebook 
throughout the month of December, identifying specific 
funding needs people can give to. It will allow the community 
to see exactly where their donations go, and provide better 
communication about what happens inside the Club.

It is fitting the donation drive occurs right after a national 
holiday dedicated to giving thanks, she added. “It’s right after 
Thanksgiving and a reminder that our community takes care of 
this organization. In that way, we are truly blessed,” Chantel said.
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Be one of the 200 who gives  
on South Dakota Day of Giving 

Help us achieve our South 
Dakota Day of Giving Goal! } 200 $12 donations on #GivingTuesday

Support us by going to the Club for Boys Facebook Page or our 
website and hit “Donate.” Checks can also be mailed to the Club 
for Boys. Just write “South Dakota Gives” in the memo line.



Find the perfect 
Christmas tree with the 
help of a 16-year-old
There are two things Ozzy Holsworth loves about the annual Club for Boys Christmas 
tree lot. 

“One is seeing families go home with a Christmas tree on the top of their car,” the 
16-year-old said, who has worked on the Christmas tree lot for the past three years 
and will be bundling himself up to work the lot again this December. The Central 
High School student said the second is that he can save the tip money he earns to buy 
Christmas presents for his family.

“It’s hard work, but it’s good experience.”

Ozzy is part of a cohort of older boys who earn tips through the program, half going 
to the boys and half going to the older boys programming they participate in at the 
Club. Assistant Executive Director Mark Kline said the Christmas tree lot is a great 
way for the boys to interact with the public and learn responsibility. They cut, haul and 
move trees, and sometimes get to help tie them to the top of vehicles for transport. 

“The kids come back year after year because they love helping people find the perfect 
tree,” Mark said. “It’s not just about the money raised. People can come and see where 
their money is going. And, they get a good tree. It’s our third largest fundraiser for the 
Club and it helps keep the lights on.”

Using the annual sale as an opportunity for job training has been beneficial for both 
the Club and the public. “The boys have a schedule and if they’re going to be gone, 
they have to get someone to work for them,” Mark said. “They really take it seriously. It 
leads to a lot of self-monitoring. When someone’s not there, and they know he’s inside 
playing basketball, accountability takes hold pretty quickly.” 

The Club sells nearly 2,000 Christmas trees a year, and began the tradition almost four 
decades ago. This year will look a little different. The sale will kick off November 17 
and end when they are sold out. Fewer trees will be available this year because they 
will only sell from outdoor lots. “The older boys have expanded into the building that 
we usually sell from so everything will be outside,” he said.

Ozzy doesn’t mind that—or the cold. “You just wear layers,” he said. “And drink  
hot chocolate.”

Club for Boys 
Christmas tree lot 
is now open!
The Christmas tree lot at the Club for 
Boys will be open Monday through 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

4 Wishes  
this Winter
We are able to do more at the Club for 
Boys with the support of people like you. 
In addition to your financial support 
of our work, which keeps our dues at 
just $12 per year per boy, we would 
appreciate donations of the following 
items. If you can help, please call Mark 
Kline at 605-343-3500. Thank you for 
your support.

Ice Cream.  
Ice Cream for the all boys birthday  
party in January.

Popcorn kernels.  
Popcorn kernels for our popcorn 
machine, plus oil, salt and paper bowls 
for our movie nights. 

Winter boots.  
Winter boots (all sizes).

Prize Store items.  
Prize Store items, like spike balls, Hot 
Wheels cars, hacky sacks, Slinkies and 
tech decks.



Cheering 
our boys on, 
on the field 
and in life  
Alex Connor just wanted to pay it forward, which is why the 
23-year-old North Middle School math teacher is back on the 
field helping coach in the Club for Boys sports league.

Alex has fond childhood memories of competing in the league when he was a 
member of the Club. “I always had so much fun here,” he said. “I had staff that 
were really good role models. I wanted to pay that back. That’s why I coach.”

The Club operates basketball, flag football, tennis baseball leagues each 
year, offering members a competitive forum for sports. It’s been fertile ground 
for leadership skills, said Nick Lowry, program supervisor at the Club and the 
person credited with formalizing the sports league. Community volunteers 
help run the leagues and older boys within the organization serve by running 
the scoreboard and officiating games. “It’s great training for the older boys,” 
Nick said. “They find out what goes on behind the scenes when they are put 
on the other side of the whistle.”

The leagues are legitimately competitive, Nick added, but they also offer 
a chance for boys to participate in an affordable activity. Family members 
are invited to coach and attend games to cheer the boys on, offering the 
opportunity for families to spend time at the Club together. 

It’s also a lesson in how to win and lose with good sportsmanship. “For a lot of 
the boys, it’s hard to lose,” Nick said. “They have to learn to work as a team.”

The leagues continue to grow. The boys now wear jerseys and are celebrated 
with lights and fanfare on the final night. “There used to be five or six parents 
who would come watch the championship game. Today, we need to use two 
sets of bleachers for the championships. The parents pack the house.”

The age gap—eight to 12 years old—can be challenging. “But it really works,” 
Nick said. “We are teaching the older ones to teach the younger ones. That’s 
a testament to our coaches. They make everybody on the team feel important 
and make sure everybody has a role.”

Alex added that it’s fulfilling to return and complete the circle at the Club—
from a boy supported by coaches to a coach supporting boys. One of his 
favorite moments came at the end of a football game earlier this fall. “There 
was a kid who wasn’t very athletic and it was the last game of the year,” 
he recalled. “He was at every practice every week and he tried hard. They 
handed the ball off to him and he scored. The look on his face when he turned 
around was priceless. He was just grinning from ear to ear. It was pretty 
rewarding.”



A volunteer  
with a badge
They call her “The Marshall.”

Marilyn Mulz has volunteered at the Club for Boys for 
so long that she was dubbed the moniker at a western-
themed annual volunteer appreciation banquet. She even 
got a badge to wear at the Club. It is a badge of honor 
well-deserved. Last year alone, Marilyn put in more 
hours than any other volunteer: 770 hours to be exact. 

“I couldn’t believe it,” she said, laughing. “I never drag 
my feet coming here. I’m always ready to go.”

And that’s three to four days a week, often during the late afternoon and early evening when 
she prepares for snack and meal times. The boys know when she’s not there. “When I miss a 
day, they ask where I am,” she said.

Marilyn began serving at the Club after her husband passed away in 2001. Her two 
grandsons attended the Club when they were little and she knew it was a positive place 
for them to be. Her volunteer hours started small, she recalled. “They wanted someone to 
work the lunch hour and check the kids in,” she said. “I knew I could do that. Then I started 
filling in, then it was three to four days a week and now it’s my second home.”

It’s the staff and the boys that draw her back each day. “The boys are each so different, and 
with different backgrounds,” she said. 

Some wonder how she can work in such a high-energy environment that can, at times, get 
loud. “You don’t hear it after a while.”

Besides, it’s the energy that she loves. “Going to 
volunteer at nursing homes or hospitals is not my 
thing,” she said. “I like the activity and the noise here.” 

There are quieter moments, Marilyn added, like when she is able to visit with a member 
about good table manners and how to correctly use silverware. Or, when she gets an 
opportunity for some one-on-one time with one of the older boys. “Some of the boys who 
are going to graduate high school… I’ll sit with them and ask about their plans for the 
future, like where they want to go to college or what they want to do when they grow older,” 
she said. 

It’s exciting to witness the boys’ growth and maturity, and it is rewarding when they walk 
back in the door years later for a visit and ask if she can remember them. 

It is hard to envision a Club without volunteers like Marilyn, said Executive Director Doug 
Herrmann. “That long-term commitment makes such a difference to our work,” Doug said. 
“Not only is Marilyn able to form relationships with the boys, the work she does is needed. 
We count on the support of volunteers to provide our boys with an outstanding experience 
each and every day.” 

The Club operates on the generosity of the community, Doug noted, both time and money. 
“We have a lot of work to get done and we’re always very welcome to the opportunity to 
receive funds. The work our volunteers do is just as meaningful. We don’t always have 
enough hands to accomplish what needs to get done in a day, a week or a month.”

Marilyn has served at the Club for so long that she has become integral to the Club’s daily 
work. “We see that with all of our volunteers,” Doug said. “And with Marilyn, she brings a 
lot of personality and fun to our days. Plus, she wears her badge proudly.” 

A great  
memory
We are always so grateful to hear from 
alumni of the Club for Boys—young men 
who left our building and went out into 
the world to do positive things for those 
around them. We recently received this 
nice note from a former member who 
agreed to let us share it with you. 

“Goodness…. where do I even begin? 
First off, I just wanted to say thank you. 
Not for taking a few young kids out 
fishing, hunting, to the cabin, or even 
to get Christmas trees. Thank you for 
teaching us how to fish with patience, 
and hunt with safety and sportsmanship. 

Thank you for taking boys to the cabin 
and teaching us along the way about the 
outdoors. And last but never the least, 
thank you for taking two little boys 
named Rodney and Brandon out to cut 
Christmas trees. I didn’t know it then but 
looking back on it now, that was the day 
you showed us how to be men.

I know it’s been some time since we’ve 
last spoken or went on an outing 
together, but I am always going to 
consider you one of my dearest friends 
in this unpredictable and changing 
world. It was a few select people who 
gave me the greatest gift a young man 
can receive. To Dave Oyler, and to the 
Club, thank you for giving me the gift of 
an outstanding role model, and showing 
me how to be a man.” 



Thank you to the people and businesses that made gifts from August to October 2018 to the Club for 
Boys Foundation and the Club for Boys. Please consider making a gift using the form below. 

We also are grateful for your donations of items you no longer need. Donating to our Club for Boys 
Thrift Store allows us to use proceeds to support our daily work. And, the gift of time by volunteering 
at the Club for Boys helps us make a difference in a young man’s life. There are many volunteer 
opportunities available. To find out more, contact us at 605-343-3500.

Club for Boys  
Donors  
The Club for Boys would like to thank 
everyone who donated gifts of time, 
money, and in-kind. The following 
people gave cash gifts for $250 or more. 
Those with a * gave $500 or more.

Stanford & Lynda Adelstein*
Robert and Judith Antior*
Robert and Janice Arnio*
Assurant*
James Bailey*
Calvin Baker
BankWest *
Phyllis Bergeron*
Tim & Bonnie Bjork
Best Bet Lawn Care
Bierschbach Equipment & Supply*
Lonnie & Lori Braun*
Robert & Barbara Britt*
Robert Bush
John & Jane Buxton
Joseph Christen*
Patrick Coupens
Marshall Curtis
Dean Kurtz Construction, Co.*
George & Nancy Dunham*
Egon & Rita Dzintars*
Patricia Eisenbraun
First Western Federal Savings Bank *

Jeff & Karla Fullerton
Sara Gentry
Diana Glover*
Great Clips*
Great Western Tire, Inc.*
Leslie & Dave Hagele*
Arthur & Patricia Handel
Jean Hawthorne*
Rob & Marsha Hengen*
Herrmann Insurance Agency
High-Tech Mechanical, Inc.
David & Carla Hillard*
David & Kathy Oulman-Johnson*
Richard & Beverly Kahler
Steve and Marty Kalkman*
Herb & Mary Kron
Howard Larson
Ryan & Kristi McFarland*
Modern Woodmen of America*
Dan and Janna Morris*
Kent & Cathy Mundon*
Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc.
Larry Patnoe*
Learning Solutions*
Perdue, Inc.*
Pet Smart
Bruce & Fay Peterson *
Casey & Kathryn Peterson*
Matthew & Meredith Pfister
Pizza Ranch *
Rapid City Medical Center
Rapid City Police Department

Rapid City Rushmore Plaza – Holiday Inn *
Kent Rasmussen & Jeanne Cowan*
Jeff Saline*
Greg & Pam Sands*
Scheel’s All Sports-Rapid City*
Scull Construction Services, Inc*
Matthew & Lynn Simmons*
Karen Soderquist*
Chris Stover
Strider Sports International*
Jason Tripp
Pat & Mary Tlustos*
Western Dakota Insurors 
Whitesell Financial Group*
Wes & Julie Wingen

Foundation Donors  
The Club for Boys Foundation is 
grateful to the following donors who 
made a gift to the Foundation. Those 
marked with an * gave $1,000-$4,999; 
those marked with a + gave $5,000-
$20,000; and those with an ! gave more 
than $20,000.

S. Clyde Hines Memorial
Richard Maguire Memorial
William Parsons Memorial

Yes! I wish to make a gift to the Club for Boys.
       I wish for the Club for Boys to use this gift to support the greatest need.

       Please use my gift for:                                                                              

Please accept my gift of:            $12               $25              $50                  $250               $750             Other: $   

First and Last Name               

Address                

City            State     Zip Code    

Phone        Email           

       A check is enclosed made payable to the Club for Boys.

       I wish to make my gift by credit card:          Visa          Mastercard          Discover          AMEX

          Card Number           Expiration     

          Signature           Security Code     

Please cut out this form and mail it to: The Club for Boys, 320 North 4th Street, Rapid City, SD 57701.

Your gift changes 
the lives of our boys

What your 
donations make 
possible
Your donations help us continue 
to support hundreds of boys every 
single day in our community. 

A $12 gift pays a boy’s annual 
membership fee. The Club for Boys 
gave over 200 scholarships last year.

A $25 gift buys supplies to make 
holiday gingerbread houses.

A $50 gift supplies meals  
for boys who volunteer to cut 
Christmas trees.

A $250 gift allows our boys the 
opportunity to make gifts for their 
parents and teachers during  
the holidays. 

A $750 gift pays for a ski trip 
with lessons for 10 boys at Terry 
Peak, always a special experience  
for the boys!



Rapid City Club for Boys
320 North 4th Street
Rapid City, SD 57701

Return Service Requested

Connect With Us
Online www.theclubforboys.org
Call 605-343-3500
Visit 320 North 4th Street
Follow us on Facebook

Thank you to our newsletter sponsor

December
December 3           
Closed for In-Service

December 19  
Members Only  
Christmas Party

December 24–25   
Closed for Christmas

December 26–28   
Open 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

December 31 
Open 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

January
January 1 
Closed for New Year’s Day

January 2–4 
Open 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

January 7 
Closed for In-Service

January 18 
Open 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

January 21 
Open 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 
All Boy’s Birthday Party  
1:30–3:30 p.m.

January 25 
Family Night 5:30–8 p.m.

February
February 4 
Closed for In-Service

February 15 
Open 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

February 18 
Open 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

February 23 
Hooked on Hardwater

February 25 
Closed for Honor Boy 
Banquet (invite only)

March
March 4 
Closed for In-Service

March 18–22 
25th Annual Corporate Free 
Throw Challenge

Coming Up at the Club for Boys


