
THE BUGLE

Imagine walking into the Club for Boys for the first time 
and seeing over 200 boys in the Games Room. That is 
how the first week of summer programming begins. 

There are new faces joining us full of excitement, and faces 
with the look of deer in the headlights. A teenage boy, who was 
joining the Club for the first time, walked into the Games Room 
and was overwhelmed by all the possibilities the Club for Boys 
had to offer. It was when Carri Redmond, program director, went 
through the 45-minute new members meeting that the young 
man said, “Man, this is the coolest place!”

“The first two weeks of summer programming are the most 
memorable,” Chantel McDonnell, director of special projects, 
explained. “You watch many new members walk in the door and 
many of the rooms are full. But as you walk through each room, 
you will notice every boy participating in an activity or hanging 
out with friends.”

Ten years ago, the average number of boys that came per day 
was 350. More than 400 boys—and oftentimes upward of 420 
boys—attended the Club each day this summer. “It is exciting 
because we’ve always wanted to be the place where all boys 
wanted to go, and they certainly showed up,” Carri said.

Doug Herrmann, executive director, could not agree more with 
Carri. “It is a great thing. It has required us to be creative in how 
we utilize our space and staff resources.”

With the hope of being the place where all boys want to go, the 
Club piloted moving the Older Boys Program to the Erickson 
Building over the summer. “When there were 40 older boys in 
our main building, they were elbow to elbow,” said Carri. “This 
has been a highlight for our older boys because they now have a 
space that is their own.” 

With numbers being so high, the Club for Boys started taking 
boys on field trips every morning and afternoon. “There are lines 
of boys trying to go on the field trips,” Carri shared. “We know 
our members are excited when we have parents asking for the 
field trips schedule and they are following Jon and Grace around 
until they make the sign-up announcement.” Every morning and 
afternoon, between 20 and 30 boys leave for an activity. They 
visit local parks, play miniature golf, hike different areas of the 
Black Hills, tour museums, and go to the Elks movie theater. 

“It helps lessen the crowding as we have more boys away from 
campus during the day,” Doug said, “and it gives the boys an 
opportunity to get out into the community and they do a great job 
representing the Club for Boys.” 

“We have tremendous staff who provide outstanding 
programming that is current and relevant. Parents and the boys 
are as excited as ever to attend, and we are clearly meeting 
an important need in Rapid City,” Doug added. “There’s a lot 
of noise, learning, and joy at the Club. We wouldn’t have it any 
other way.” 
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The calm in the chaos 
Envision being a boy who didn’t get enough sleep the 
night before or had a hard day at school. He walks into 
the Club for Boys yawning or wiping the tears from his 
eyes and he is greeted with a smile by someone who 
takes the time to ask how his day is. That someone is 
Rebecca ‘Becca’ Brady, membership services assistant.

“Becca is an integral part of our mission to provide the 
boys with a safe, caring and fun environment,” said 
Assistant Executive Director Mark Kline. “She goes out 
of her way to learn each boy’s name, shows kindness and 
has a hard work ethic. Her friendly welcome sets our 
kids up to have a good day no matter what happened 
before they arrived.” 

Becca has worked at the Club for Boys for over two years and has taken this position 
by the horns. Not only does Becca do a great job with her administrative duties, she 
has changed the face of how every individual feels walking into the building. Boys and 
parents are excited to see her working and greet her by name. They also tell her she is 
not allowed to take a day off. 

Becca has degrees in elementary education, early childhood and special education. 
She has a naturally calm personality that helps her shine. “It’s not all kicks and giggles. 
This position takes a steady hand to answer questions, work through projects, input 
member data, and manage active, energetic youth. Sometimes it’s hard to keep up 
with everything,” she admitted. “We want to make sure we’re working at our fullest 
potential and getting everything done each day.” 

“The boys know they can come to Becca if they have a problem,” 
Mark added. “She’s never upset by someone’s behavior and maintains 
a caring, consistent attitude.” Not only will you see Becca in the front 
office, you will see her out eating with members, staying late helping 
with Midnight Madness, making sure that every member is picked 
up, and putting on lots and lots of band aids. 

Becca’s goal is to have the boys look up to her by her character and positive attitude. If 
you watch Becca you will notice when she is sitting up front that every member who 
loses their card or needs to make a phone call will walk up to her and greet her with a 
hello and a smile and will never forget to say please and thank you. 

“Working here is crazy… the good kind of crazy,” said Becca, “I love making kids 
happy and seeing them every day.”

Reserve the BEST Christmas tree ever right now 
The Club for Boys will continue its annual Christmas Tree Sale this year! Rapid Citians interested in purchasing 
a Black Hills Spruce taller than 10 feet high are encouraged to preorder their tree now by calling Mark Kline at 
605-343-3500. The lot opens on November 17 at the Club for Boys at 320 North 4th Street (Monday–Saturday  
9 a.m.–7 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m.–5 p.m.) and at the Thrift Store at 960 Cambell Street (Monday–Saturday 9 a.m.– 
5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m.–5 p.m.). All proceeds support the Club for Boys!

4 Wishes this Fall
We are able to do more at the Club for 
Boys with the support of people like you. 
In addition to your financial support of 
our work, which keeps our dues at just 
$12 per year per boy, we would appreciate 
donations of the following items.  
If you can help, please call Mark Kline 
at 605-343-3500. Thank you for your 
support.

Halloween candy. 
Big Bags of candy will help 
us during our annual family 
Halloween Party.

Legos.  
Legos are a hit for our 
members in every room. 

iPads.  
(Generation 2 or newer)  
iPads will allows us to further 
integrate STEM learning into 
the library. 

Fluorescent Green 
Stocking Hats.  
We want our Christmas tree 
sellers—volunteers and boys 
alike—to be noticeable during 
our Christmas tree project and 
fundraiser. 



Once upon a cabin 
“You think times have changed?” Dave Oyler, 
professional consultant, asked with a chuckle. 
“That is one amazing thing about going up to the 
Club for Boys cabin. Activities and the excitement 
of boys have not changed at all.”

Over the past 50 years, the Club for Boys has had an 
outdoor program that has created thousands of memorable 
firsts and the best alumni memories over the years. “There are too many good 
experiences to count,” Dave said. “Earlier this spring, I received a letter in the 
mail from an alumni member, and on one full page it talked about how the 
Club for Boys changed his life and his favorite memories involved the outdoor 
program and the cabin.”

The Club for Boys outdoor program has evolved over the years, starting from 
simple hikes and teaching the boys how to pitch a tent on an overnighter. 
The times then started to evolve in 1997 when Dave said, “One of my most 
memorable and not favorable memories was when we were camping, and my 
air mattress went flat again, and I said, ‘I’m too old for this.’” 

It was after that moment that the Club for Boys began the hunt for a cabin. 
In September of 1998, thanks to the generosity of Connie Lane, Nancy 
Dunham, and the Dakota Charitable Foundation, the Club for Boys was able 
to purchase a cabin located on Deerfield Road, just a mile from the Mickelson 
Trail. It was a perfect fit because it sits on five acres of land, surrounded by 
the Black Hills National Forest. 

The Club for Boys is grateful for the Club for Boys cabin and is celebrating its 
20th anniversary this year. Over 2,400 boys have camped at the cabin. Some 
boys wish they could go to the cabin every week. 

Going up the cabin isn’t all fun and games—boys work too. They learn fire 
safety skills, how to start a campfire, and do chores first thing when they wake 
up. When it is time to leave, the boys vacuum, wash dishes and clean in and 
around the two-story structure. “It’s an opportunity for them to get away from 
the video games and play hide-and-seek and flashlight tag,” Carri Redmond, 
program director, said. “One of their favorite things is finding creatures in the 
woods or tipping over dead trees. And it’s amazing the things a stick can be.”

Dave said that if Club programs were judged by the frequent reminiscing of 
alumni, the cabin would rank near the top. “We get feedback all the time from 
alumni about how impactful that cabin was in their life,” he said. “We’re very 
fortunate to have it 20 years later.”

Jason’s Story
Seven boys were attending a Club 
for Boys winter campout. For one of 
them, nine-year-old Jason, it was his 
first experience camping. On this trip, 
Jason got to do many things for the first 
time, such as being away from home, 
staring up at the night sky and seeing 
stars instead of city lights, and going ice 
fishing where he caught a rainbow trout. 
Jason had never gotten to experience 
a coyote call or seen a wild deer until 
that wonder-filled night. It was a truly 
memorable experience for him. 

After the boys had a snack of S’mores 
over the fire—another first for Jason—
and played a couple of games of UNO, it 
was getting near midnight. Dave Oyler 
told the boys they had to get ready for 
bed. All of them did, except Jason, who 
was just sitting on the edge of the couch. 
Dave told him he had to hurry up and 
get ready for bed because in the morning 
the group was going to get up early. He 
said, “Yes, Dave, I know, I will.” 

A few minutes later, Jason was still 
sitting on the edge of the couch, and 
Dave reminded him again that it was 
bedtime. Still Jason continued to sit on 
the couch. Dave wondered if he was 
feeling a little homesick. He put his arm 
around Jason’s shoulder and said, “Well, 
Jason, is there some reason that you are 
not getting ready for bed yet?” 

Jason looked up at Dave and said, “This 
has been the best day of my whole life 
and I don’t want it to end.”



Home away from home
When Candice Lehmann, sales 
and donation supervisor, heads to 
the Club for Boys Thrift Store for 
work every day, it’s with a drive 
and purpose that she says flows 
out of a natural love for her job. 
“I go to bed counting down the 
hours until I can go back to work,” 
she said. “My heart and soul are 
there.”

This past fiscal year was the Club for Boys Thrift Store’s 
most profitable to date, with all proceeds directly benefiting 
the Club. The growth of the Thrift Store in recent years is 
evidence of the generosity of the community, and the hard 
work of the staff, said Candice. “There are many moving 
parts. We all know what our jobs and roles are,” she said. 
“And we just get it done. We work so well together. It’s 
amazing to see and experience.”

Candice has worked at the Club for three years and said 
it’s all about the people. Both customers and donors should 
have a good experience each time they step into the store. 
Like the Club for Boys, Candice stresses, “we have no 
idea what kind of day a person is having. We don’t know 
if it’s been difficult or if they are having a hard time letting 
something go.”

She wants to create an impression when donors hand their 
items over that it is in good hands. “We are genuinely happy 
and thankful when they donate their belongings to us.”

 “We want them to know that their 
possessions are going to be cared for. 
If we are positive, it pours down onto 
others.”

The Thrift Store is an important funding source for the Club 
for Boys, Candice noted, something they keep in mind as 
they work. “The more we can do, the more that we can sell, 
the more we can give back,” she said. “We all have that in 
our hearts. We have the kids we support on our minds.”

Candice, daughter of Dave and Dixie Oyler, has a long 
history with the Club. She’s grown up with the Thrift Store 
and carries many fond memories with her. “I have wanted to 
work here since I was little,” she said. “It’s part of the fabric of 
my life.”

There have been many times, she said, when staff will put 
the word out that there is a specific need for an item to 
sell and that item will quickly be donated. “I attribute it to 
the wonderful people in our community,” she said. “We get 
unique, amazing items that generate a great profit for us. It 
really is a new store every hour.”

The more people who donate and shop at the Thrift 
Store benefiting the Club for Boys, the better it does the 
community, Candice added. “It’s humanity at its best.”

Scholarship program instills volunteer spirit
Over this past summer, two members came 
to Rich Richardson, younger boys director, 
confiding in him about how they were 
homeless and didn’t have any food. Rich 
took this to Mark Kline, assistant executive 
director. Mark called their family and met 
the family of seven. “One thing the Club for 
Boys strives for is being a safe place,” Mark 
said. “The boys were signed up with our 
scholarship program and the family now 
participates in our Feeding our Families 
program and signed up with Feeding South 
Dakota’s Backpack Program.”

At $12 a year, a membership to the Club for 
Boys is well worth the money. Still, for some, 
that price isn’t something they can afford. 
But that doesn’t mean children can’t join 
the Club. “We never want money being the 
reason a child is not a member at the Club,” 

said Clay Quinton, director of individual 
services. 

A boy can earn a scholarship that pays their 
yearly membership. “We aren’t just handing 
out scholarships—the boys earn them,” 
Clay noted. “They fill out an application 
and participate in an interview with me. 
We try to meet with their family. 
The boys volunteer at the Club. 
We treat the scholarships as an 
opportunity to teach the boys 
the value of hard work and the 
importance of having pride in their Club 
and community.” 

Over 200 boys took advantage of the 
scholarship program last year. “Typically, 
they start with an hour of volunteer time, 
but they usually do more once they get 

started,” Clay said. “Boys work on tasks like 
cleaning after activities, running contests or 
helping to host special events,” he added. 

Staff members also let the boys know that 
the money received from memberships 
doesn’t fully fund the Club. “We make sure 
they know that we have generous people 

in our community who make donations 
to keep the Club up and running,” Clay 
said. “It’s really valuable when the boys do 
volunteer because it shows donors how 
much we appreciate those gifts and it helps 
our members make this their Club.”

Over 200 boys took advantage of 
the scholarship program last year.



Thank you to the people and businesses that made gifts from May to July 2018 to the Club for Boys Foundation and the Club for Boys.  
Please consider making a gift using the form below. 

Club for Boys  
Donors  
The Club for Boys would 
like to thank everyone who 
donated gifts of time, money, 
and in-kind. The following 
people gave cash gifts for $250 
or more. Those with a * gave 
$500 or more.

Stanford and Lynda Adelstein * 
Lee Ahrlin *
Ardis & Justin Speer  
   Foundation *
Calvin Baker
Bierschbach Equipment  
   & Supply *
Black Hills Community Bank *
Black Hills Community  
   Foundation *
Black Hills Energy *
Black Hills Harley Davidson *
Black Hills Surgical Hospital *
James and Maggie Bloom 
Hugh and Nancy Boyle *
Lonnie & Lori Braun *
John Brewick 
Bruce & Norma Brugman *
David Cameron *
Canyon Lake Liquors *
Sonja Caywood *
Joseph Christen *
Renee & Ramon Coldwell 
Patrick Coupens *
Dave and Kathy Crabb *
Jon and Gail Crane *
Marshall Curtis 
Dahl Chainsaw Arts * 
Dave Schmidt Insurance  
   Company *
Cheryl Deichert *
Dennis DeSmet *

Kevin and Devee Dietz *
Joe and Jolene Dobbs *
Jim and Jane Doyle* 
DuBois Studios
Denise DuBroy *
George & Nancy Dunham *
Egon & Rita Dzintars *
Patricia Eisenbraun
Dave & Lee Anne England *
Amie Estes *
Patricia Fallbeck and  
   Tom Timmons *
Dede Farrar *
Norman & Diane Ferrier *
First American Title Company  
   of South Dakota *
First Interstate Bank *
Forever Yours Alterations 
Gateway Autoplex *
Granite Automotive *
Tom Graslie *
Great Harvest Bread
Jeff Gulbransen *
Adam and Lauren Haggerty *
Brad and Jennifer Hammerbeck *
Gwynn & Wayne Hansen *
Mark and Sharon Hasvold
Tom Helland *
Doug and Marnie Herrmann *
David and Carla Hillard *
Holiday Inn Rapid City  
   Rushmore Plaza *
Mary Hunt *
Roger Johnsen *
Clay & Nicole Johnson *
Steve and Marty Kalkman *
Jack Kaup *
Roger and Janice Knutson *
Stephen Kovarik and  
   Virginia Frei *
Thomas & Mollieo Krafka
Constance Lane *
Greg Lester

Joe Lowe *
Belinda Lytle 
Aron and Jerri Martz *
Leon Martin *
Larry McCaskell 
Denny McKay
Ross and Angie McKie *
McKie Ford Lincoln *
Midwest Marketing *
MIDCO *
Mark Mordhorst *
Sam and Karen Mortimer *
Kent & Mary Mundon *
George Nelson *
Neugebauer’s Fine Jewelry *
Nooney and Solay, LLP *
Kristi Nordbye *
N.W.E. Management Company *
Dave and Kathy  
   Oulman Johnsen *
Kevin Randall *
Rapid City Cosmopolitan Club *
Rapid City Regional Hospital *
RBC Wealth Management –  
   The Hillard Haggerty Group *
Robert Johnson Memorial Fund *
Robert & Maxine Redin 
Gene and Ann Reiling *
RE/MAX Results –  
   Gene and Tony Hensley *
RE/MAX Results – Tom Rau *
Loreli Reuter *
Timothy Rogers 
Patrick Roseland *
Chris Schmid *
Security First Bank *
A. Simmons
Matt and Lynn Simmons *
Simon Contracting *
Soldiers for Jesus *
South Dakota Stockgrowers  
   Association *
South Haven Sportsman’s Club *

Hans & Christine Stephenson
Chris Stover
John & JoAnne Strommen
Mike and Bonnie Tennyson *
Mike and Tina Theis 
Deb Tieszen *
Pat and Mary Tlustos *
Twenty-First Century Grant *
US Bank *
W.D. Masonry & Concrete, Inc. *
Walmart Foundation *
Tim and Kim Watt *
Wells Fargo Bank *
Whitesell Financial Group *
Joyce Williamson
Roger and Diane Wilson * 
Michael Wolforth *

Foundation 
Donors  
The Club for Boys Foundation 
is grateful to the following 
donors who made a gift to the 
Foundation. Those marked 
with an * gave $1,000-$4,999; 
those marked with a + gave 
$5,000-$20,000; and those 
with an ! gave more than 
$20,000.

Dr. Ray & Mary Burnett*
S. Clyde Hines Memorial
Charles H. Lien Memorial
Marilyn Looyenga
Richard Maguire Memorial
Dwight Nissen Bequest!
Wes & Gladys Storm

Yes! I wish to make a gift to the Club for Boys.
       I wish for the Club for Boys to use this gift to support the greatest need.

       Please use my gift for:                                                                              

Please accept my gift of: $25               $50               $100               $180               $1,000           Other: $   

First and Last Name               

Address                

City            State     Zip Code    

Phone        Email           

       A check is enclosed made payable to the Club for Boys.

       I wish to make my gift by credit card:          Visa          Mastercard          Discover          AMEX

          Card Number           Expiration     

          Signature           Security Code     

Please cut out this form and mail it to: Dave Oyler, The Club for Boys, 320 North 4th Street, Rapid City, SD 57701.

Your gift changes the lives of our boys

Your gift goes  
a long way
Your donations help us continue 
to support hundreds of boys every 
single day in our community. 

A $100 gift will help us provide 
yearly subscriptions to Xbox Live, 
PlayStation Plus and Netflix.

A $250 gift helps us to buy 
an iPad for our library, so we can 
continue to integrate STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, Math) learning.

A $500 gift will help us take 
our members on field trips around 
the beautiful Black Hills.

A $750 gift helps us continue 
our Flag Football League for our 
members during the fall season.

A $1,000 gift will supply 
safe LED Christmas lights to make 
our Christmas Tree Lot a winter 
wonderland.



Rapid City Club for Boys
320 North 4th Street
Rapid City, SD 57701

Return Service Requested

Connect With Us
Online www.theclubforboys.org
Call 605-343-3500
Visit 320 North 4th Street
Follow us on Facebook

Thank you to our newsletter sponsor

September
September 24 
Closed for Volunteer 
Banquet

September 28   
Family Night 5:30–8 p.m.

Drawing for Car Raffle   
7 p.m.

October
October 1  
Closed for In-Service

October 8 
Open 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

October 9   
Thrift Store Blood Drive   
960 Cambell Street 
9:30 a.m.–12 p.m.

October 19  
Open 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

October 26  
Closed until 5:30 p.m. 

Thrift Store Moonlight 
Madness Event   
960 Cambell Street 
5:30–7 p.m. 

Family Halloween Party  
5:30–8 p.m.

October 31 
Closed for In-Service 

November
November 17  
Thrift Store Holiday  
Open House 
960 Cambell Street 
9 a.m.–1 p.m.

November 19-20  
Open 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

November 21  
Open 7:30 a.m.–7 p.m.

Family Thanksgiving Dinner 
5:30–7 p.m.

November 22–23  
Closed for Thanksgiving 

Coming Up at the Club for Boys


