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When the Club for Boys was 
started in 1963, it had an 
immediate impact on the Rapid 
City community. Juvenile delinquency 
went down, and boys quickly discovered 
that they had a home away from home. 
The Club has been a gamechanger for the 
community—a community that might look 
very different if it weren’t for the Club.  

“As a police officer, we see a lot of good 
things in the world, and a lot of terrible 
things,” said Rapid City Assistant Police 
Chief Don Hedrick, who serves on the 
Club’s board of directors. “Sometimes you 
look at a suspect and you wonder if their 
life would have turned out differently if 
they would have had the mentorship and 
support of a place like the Club for Boys.”

Law enforcement officials see it up close—
the impact a safe, caring environment can 
have on multiple generations of youth.

Don remembers something the late-Craig 
Tieszen taught him years ago. “He said 
the things you do affect people for a 
long time. The guidance and mentorship 
provided at the Club for Boys by staff 
and programming sticks with these boys 
forever.”

Mike Theis, who serves on the board of 
directors with Don, added that Rapid City 
would look much different without the 
Club, which is the last boys-only serving 
organization in the region. “I grew up in 
Rapid City and I had the opportunity to see 
the positive influence of the Club on the 
kids,” he said.

Those boys grow into men, Mike said, 
who are more likely to make good choices 
when they have been influenced positively. 
“Without the Club, we would have higher 
crime rates and possibly more homeless 
people,” he said.

Don agreed. “There would be more kids 
growing up and not being a productive 
member of society,” he said. 

For many of the families, the Club provides 
a reliable, safe, affordable place for their 
boys outside of school hours. No other 
organization can offer the services the 
Club does for just $12 a year. 

“If you go down there any summer 
afternoon and see the 400 boys in there 
who wouldn’t have somewhere to go 
or as much structure and a positive 
environment, I think that speaks for itself,” 
Don said. “It’s a resource in our community 
that must never be taken for granted.”
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What if the Club for Boys 
wasn’t here?  



Step into the Thrift Store benefitting the Club for Boys, and 
you’ll find a wide variety of items to purchase—from household 
goods to furniture, clothes to greeting cards, toys to sporting 
equipment. And when you shop at the Club, all of the proceeds 
directly impact the programs that support hundreds of boys in 
Rapid City.

The Thrift Store also plays an incredibly important impact on the lives of community 
members young and old. For older members of the Club, it grows boys into men 
through the Club’s junior retailer program. Just ask Trevor Getty, a member of the Club 
who works at the Thrift Store. 

Trevor has worked at the Thrift Store since he was 14. “It’s a great program,” said Trevor, 
who is a 17-year-old junior at Central High School and has been a Club member since 
he was six. “It’s amazing. They’re flexible, but they do require hard work.”

 “Our goal is that when they leave, they are comfortable entering the work force,” said 
Candice Lehmann, sales and donation supervisor.

That means the boys go through a standard application process and interview before 
they are hired. If they are hired, they are expected to be on time, stick to scheduled 

work times, and need to execute their work 
duties completely and with a good attitude. 
“They are treated like everybody else,” she 
said. “We set the expectations high because 
it is a real job and they are getting paid real 
money.”

“The best thing is the experience I’ve 
received,” Trevor said. “I show up on time. 
I think being punctual is very influential 
when it comes to acquiring a job and 
keeping a job.”

“If they don’t meet expectations, we guide 
them and direct them,” Candice added.

Along with learning customer relations skills, how to merchandize, clean and process 
donations and work at the cash register, the boys receive more personalized training so 
they can focus on their skill sets. The boys excel and the thrift store benefits from great 
employees. 

Trevor is a great example of the program working well—which is why Candice wasn’t 
surprised when he was selected as Boy of the Year earlier this year. “He’s kind and 
thoughtful, very approachable and the customers absolutely love him,” she said. “He’s a 
good role model.”

Trevor said he’s been fortunate to work at the store. “They are very good people to work 
with,” he said. “They give me good advice and help me when I’m down. I love running 
the cash register. I always get to meet new faces.”

Thrift store not only supports the 
Club, but also the community

The Thrift Store benefiting 
the Club for Boys plays a crucial 
role in the community, offering gently 
used merchandise at a fraction of the 
price. Each month, the thrift store offers 
specials—from as much as 50 percent 
off furniture to clothes for just 99 cents. 
To learn more about the Thrift Store’s 
offerings and sales, visit their website at 
www.theclubforboys.org/thrift-store

Location:  960 Cambell Street  
 Rapid City 

Phone: 605-341-8878

Hours:  Monday–Friday 9am–6pm  
 Saturday 9am–5pm  
 Closed on Sunday

Donation  Monday–Friday 9am–5pm 
hours: Saturday 9am–4pm 
 Closed on Sunday



In the Clubhouse,  
it’s electronics off  
and social skills on 
Batteries aren’t included in the Clubhouse at the 
Club for Boys, and that’s just the way Younger 
Boys Program Director Rich Richardson likes it. 

“This isn’t one of those rooms that you can just sit down 
and vegetate with the electronics,” he said. “This is a place 
where you are encouraged to play with others, and where 
you can be yourself. No matter the type of environment you 
might come from, you can just be a kid while you are here!”

The Clubhouse, dedicated to boys age six to nine, is built 
around STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) activities, “though the kids don’t realize that,” 
Rich admitted. “Here, we are promoting respect and sharing. Here, they experience compassion and values. We are 
trying to prepare them for the next stage of their life while also activating their mind and stimulating their senses.” 

In the Clubhouse, “hardly any of the games are electronic and none of the games are ones they can play by 
themselves,” Rich said. “The good thing about this room is that I get them first when they come to the Club, so I can 
teach them how to share, how to be sociable and how to be respectful. It’s something I hope carries with them as 
they continue to grow and experience other areas of the Club.”

Spend a few minutes in the Clubhouse, or see the boys out and about in the community, and that respect is evident. 
Boys are playing together, building Lego towers, shooting the basketball or just chasing each other with yoga balls. 
On trips to the Elks Theatre to see a movie, patrons and employees always comment on how well-behaved they are.

“No matter how far they go at the Club for Boys or no matter how far they go in life, I teach them you are always 
going to come across people and you have to work together,” Rich said.

On a snowy afternoon earlier this spring, Jaydon, 9, was shooting hoops in a corner of the Clubhouse with two of 
his friends. The boys patiently waited their turn to shoot the small basketball at the miniature hoop. Jaydon has 
been coming to the Club for Boys since he was six. He likes playing carpetball—a 
shuffleboard-type game, played with billiards balls—with friends for hours. “I just look 
forward to having fun when I come here,” Jaydon said. “It’s all about having fun.” 

Having fun while learning, that is. 

Carri Redmond, program director, said it may seem all fun and games to the boys but 
there are very important lessons the boys are learning. Carpetball helps with eye-hand 
coordination, learning to share and waiting in line. Carri taught in the Clubhouse for six 
years. “You get them as little people and guide them toward the next step,” she said. 
“In the Clubhouse, they get prepared to venture out to the other parts of the Club.”

In our more than 54 years of work in Rapid City, we’ve witnessed thousands of boys grow into kind and hardworking 
young men. We aspire to offer them the very best care possible throughout their youth—to treat them as if they were 
one of our own. “When people ask me how many kids I have, I tell them 1,300—because we are one big family,” Clay 
Quinton, director of individual services, will say. 

As boys grow older, their needs change. Enter the three age-specific rooms at the Club for Boys. In the three stories 
that follow, we will peer into an average day in the Clubhouse, the Hideout and the Den, and share how each age-
specific room builds boys into men. 



Connections build a 
bridge to adulthood 
Peek your head in the Den recently, and you’d have heard 
discussions on how to be a gentleman interwoven with mentions 
of basketball star LeBron James, the videogame “Fortnite,” and 
the movie Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith.

For Older Boys Program Director Zach Brown, it’s all about 
finding connections to the members to help them learn life 
skills—and turning boys into the men that they want to be. 
“What does it mean to stay humble?” Zach asked the boys 
in the room one day this spring. One boy said, “Keepin’ it 
100,” a phrase meaning, “Staying true to oneself.” After much 
discussion, the group of a dozen boys ultimately decided that 
being humble is the opposite of bragging. 

The Den caters to the Club’s oldest members, those age 12 to 
17, and teaches them about life while allowing them to hang out 
with friends. During the year, boys take guitar lessons, learn to 
cook meals, visit area colleges, attend vocational trips, branch 
out into the community, and help with community projects. 

The Den bridges the gap from adolescence into adulthood. 
Like all boys this age, kids want to play video games. But 
here, they “earn that time. I want them to learn life skills—stuff 
they don’t teach in high school,” he said, “like how to fill out 
a job application or how to manage your money.” Zach uses 
programs like Dave Ramsey’s tips on staying out of debt and 
Ted Talks about giving to prepare the boys for life after the Club. 

Leland, 13, has been at the Club since he was six. He grew up 
at the Club, and has spent time in all three rooms. He likes the 
Den the best. “It’s so fun and it gives me something to do,” he 
said. Leland comes to the Club at least a couple times a week 
and usually stays until 8pm. 

“I learned sharing here, and that everyone needs to participate 
and get a turn,” Leland said. “Today we are learning how to 
become a better gentleman.” He said that’s an important lesson 
because it will help him treat everyone he encounters the 
way he hopes to be treated. “You have to know how to show 
respect,” he said.  

Leland doesn’t have to look far to see what he hopes will be 
his future. “Zach is somebody I look up to, because he has a 
job and likes to hang out with kids,” Leland said of his mentor. 
“That’s what I want to be when I grow up.” 

Ask Junior Boys Program Director Phil Martin his main 
goal when planning the activities that await boys at the 
Hideout each day, and the answer might surprise you. 
“We focus on the silliness—on the fun,” he would say. 
“Learning isn’t the main motivation.”

Phil has been at the Club 22 years, and was the 
founder of the Hideout Program 10 years ago. He 
designs his activities for boys age 10 to 12 around some of the 
more obscure “holidays” throughout the year. “I tap into silly 
daily holidays to wrap a theme around each day,” Phil said. 
“One day we may celebrate Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich 
Day and the next, Manatee Appreciation Day.”

But the boys are also developing valuable life skills, from 
helping tend to the garden to learning about photography or 
the stock market, and most importantly, having time to just be 
kids. “We want this space to be welcoming and safe—a place 
where the boys can be who they want to be. Here, they don’t 
have to pretend to be someone they are not.”

Carri Redmond calls Phil one of the most creative staff 
members at the Club. “The kids don’t know what they are 
going to walk into each day and they really love it,” she 
said. Boys in the Hideout are just starting to transition from 
childhood to young adults and are finding their identity.

Phil understands this dynamic and programs a room that 
promotes fun… with a purpose. “For me, developing those 
positive memories isn’t about regimental teaching but rather 
providing an atmosphere where my boys are allowed to be 
creative, silly and safe,” Phil said. 

Noah, 10, has been at the Club for a year and remembers 
his first day in the Hideout. “It was so big, there was so much 
going on and it had video games,” he said with a smile. Noah 
is a Marvel Comics fan, so he likes the life-size Captain 
America cutout poster on the wall. When he isn’t learning from 
Phil, or playing video games with friends, Noah likes to draw. 

Phil likes to believe the “silly” holidays are the boys’ favorite 
part of being in the Hideout. But in reality, he knows they likely 
enjoy playing video games the most. “I want them to develop 

basic social skills, 
integrity and how to 
be kind. It’s also about 
creating lifelong positive 
memories,” Phil said.

Most of all, Phil said he 
wants the boys to look 
back on their time at the 
Club and remember, 
“the fun, the friends, 
the silliness, and the 
acceptance.”

Every day, a reason 
to celebrate



Thank you to the people and businesses that made gifts from January to April 2018 to the Club for Boys Foundation and 
the Club for Boys. Please consider making a gift using the form below. 

Club for Boys  
Donors
The Club for Boys would like to 
thank everyone who donated gifts 
of time, money, and in-kind. The 
following people gave cash gifts  
for $250 or more. Those with a * 
gave $500 or more.

Adecco *
Affiliated Mortgage/Black Hills Realty
Al Cornella Refrigeration  
    Service, Inc. *
Assurant 
At Risk Afterschool Meals, SDDOE *
Automated Maintenance Systems 
Shana & William Bernhard II *
Bierschbach Equipment & Supply *
Black Hills Ammunition, Inc. *
Black Hills Energy *
Black Hills Federal Credit Union *
Lonnie & Lori Braun *
Hugh & Carol Brechtel *
Zane & Trinidad Brink *
Robert Bush 
Joseph Christen *
June Clark Endowment *
Clarke Electric & Communication
Coca-Cola Bottling Company *
Counts Car Club *
Patrick Coupens *
Marshall Curtis 
Earl Davis *
Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity *
Sharon Demos *
Jeff Devine *
George & Nancy Dunham *
Patricia Eisenbraun
Emergency Food & Shelter / FEMA *
David & Deanna Emery *
John & Bettie Erickson *

Ken & Judy Fauss 
Harold Fromm 
Jeffery & Holly Godber 
James Giacometto *
Great Clips *
David & Barbara Gulk *
Rob & Marsha Hengen 
JanTech, LLC 
David & Wendi Johnson *
Gregory & Bonnie Josten 
Dennyce & Carroll Korb
Steve Kovarik & Virginia Frei *
Richard Lindenmeyer *
Robert Lowrey *
MAC Construction Company *
Madsen Construction LLC 
Paul and Chantel McDonnell
MEDS FCU *
Montana Dakota Utilities
Modern Woodmen of America *
Kent & Mary Mundon *
MX Connection, LLC *
Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc 
Northwestern Mutual *
NWE Management Company * 
Ozzie & Beverly Osheim
Dave & Dixie Oyler *
Pepsi-Cola of the Black Hills 
Chris Peters *
Casey & Kathryn Peterson *
Patricia Ploof
RCS Construction *
Robert Quinn *
Rapid Referral Network, LLC *
RDO Equipment Company 
SA Jandreau, Inc. –  
    Hobart Sales & Services 
Jeff Saline *
Scheels *
Jim & Sally Scherrer *
Scull Construction Services *

Security First Bank *
Dorothy Slingsby 
South Dakota Youth  
    Hunting Adventures *
State Farm – Scott Carlson *
Chris Stover 
Steve Syliassen 
Harley Taylor 
Michael & Mary Trukoski *
21st Century Community  
    Learning Centers, SDDOE *
US Bank *
United Blood Services
Value Insurance Agency 
Daron & Nora White Eagle *
Whitesell Financial Group *
Wilfred & Margret Rasmussen  
    Memorial Trust*
Steven Zellmer *

Foundation Donors 
The Club for Boys Foundation is 
grateful to the following donors 
who made a gift to the Foundation. 
Those marked with an * gave 
$1,000-$4,999; those marked with 
a + gave $5,000-$20,000; and those 
with an ! gave more than $20,000.

Barbara & Dale Clement
Linda Harrington Memorial *
Glenda Kendrick
Dean Kurtz Memorial
James & Joyce Kurtz *
Barbara Landguth Estate +
William Schmagel Memorial
James Thorson Memorial *
Craig Tieszen Memorial !
Frank & Norma Washburn Estate +
James Zeller Memorial

Yes! I wish to make a gift to the Club for Boys.
Please accept my gift of: $25               $50               $100               $180               $1,000           Other: $   

First and Last Name               

Address                

City            State     Zip Code    

Phone        Email           

       A check is enclosed made payable to the Club for Boys.

       I wish to make my gift by credit card:          Visa          Mastercard          Discover          AMEX

          Card Number           Expiration     

          Signature           Security Code     

Please cut out this form and mail it to: Dave Oyler, The Club for Boys, 320 North 4th Street, Rapid City, SD 57701. 
Thank you.

Your gift goes  
a long way
Your donations help us continue 
to support hundreds of boys every 
single day in our community. 

A $50 gift buys a shirt for 3 boys 
to participate in our summer leagues. 

A $100 gift helps the Club 
for Boys feed 25 hot meals in our 
nutrition program this summer.

A $180 gift allows our staff to 
take 30 boys in the Clubhouse to 
the Elks theatre every week during 
summer programming.

A $500 gift supports our flag 
football league.

A $1,000 gift supports our 
Summer Jam Talent Show or field 
trips taken during the summer.

Your gift changes the lives of our boys



Rapid City Club for Boys
320 North 4th Street
Rapid City, SD 57701

Return Service Requested

Connect With Us
Online www.theclubforboys.org
Call 605-343-3500
Visit 320 North 4th Street
Follow us on Facebook

Thank you to our newsletter sponsor

June
June 1  
NERF Day

June 8  
Gameshow Mania

June 15 
Father’s Day  
Ice Cream Special 
3–4 p.m.

June 18-22  
Weeklong  
Summer Olympics Events 

June 28  
Under the Big Top 

July
July 2  
Closed for In-Service

July 4  
Closed for  
Independence Day

July 6  
Wet & Wild Water Day

July 12  
Pixar Adventures

July 19  
Summer Jam

July 23–25  
Wooden Car Races

July 30 
Closed 

July 31 
Weeklong “Game On” Event 

August
August 1–3  
Weeklong “Game On”  
Event continued

August 10  
STEM Fun

August 17  
End of Summer Fun

August 20–24  
Closed

August 27–31  
Closed for In-Service 

Coming Up at the Club for Boys


